INDIRA GANDHI NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY

Distance Education Council

Minutes of the 33rd meeting of the Distance Education Council held on Wednesday, the 7th October, 2009 at 10.30 PM in the Board Room, Block-8, IGNOU Campus, New Delhi-110068.

……………………………………………………………………………………….....
The following members were present:

1. Prof. V.N. Rajasekharan Pillai, VC, IGNOU     

         Chairman

2. Dr. R.K Chauhan, Secretary, UGC


         Member
3. Sh. N. K. Sinha, JS, MHRD (in place of Sh. R. P. Agarwal)  Member

4. Prof. Kalyani Ambuchelvan, VC, TNOU


         Member

5. Prof. H.A Ranganath, Director, NAAC


         Member
6. Prof. P. Purushotam Rao, Osmania University

         Member
7. Dr. Xavier Alphonse, S.J., Director, ICRDCE

         Member
8. Prof. Mohd. Miyan, Jamia Millia Islamia


         Member
9. Prof. Manjulika Srivastava, Director, DEC

         Secretary





Prof. Omprakash Mishra, PVC, IGNOU; Prof. Parvin Sinclair, PVC, IGNOU; Dr. D. K. Choudhry, PVC, IGNOU; Dr. Latha Pillai, PVC, IGNOU; Prof. Santosh Panda, Professor STRIDE; Prof. B. S. Saraswat, Professor School of Sciences, IGNOU; Dr. Pankaj Khare, and Sh. Pankaj Khanna, Dy. Directors, P & DD IGNOU were the special invitees for this Meeting. 
The following members could not attend the meeting:
Prof. K.R. Srivathsan, PVC, IGNOU; Prof. A.K Bakshi, Director, ILLL, University of Delhi; Prof. Naresh Dadhich, VC, VMOU; Prof. Arun Sadhu, Former Professor of Pune University and Prof. Shafiqa Parveen, Director, CDE, University
         
of Kashmir could not attend the meeting. 

The Chairman, Distance Education Council welcomed all the members. In his opening remarks he briefly dwelt upon the structural changes that are coming up in the higher education system. 

Thereafter, the following agenda items were taken:

Item No. 33.1: To confirm the Minutes of the 32nd Meeting of the Distance Education Council held on 5th August, 2009 and action taken report

The minutes of the 32nd Meeting were circulated to all the Council Members. No comments were received and the minutes were confirmed.  
Thereafter the Action taken report was presented by the Director, DEC. 
Item No. 33.2: To consider and approve the proposal of IGNOU for Recognition of its programmes.

The proposal of the Indira Gandhi National Open University was discussed. It was stated that the Indira Gandhi National Open University was established in 1985 by an Act of Parliament as a National Open University with the objective of offering high quality innovative and need based programmes at different levels in order to provide opportunities of higher education to large segments of the population. As per the IGNOU Act, IGNOU is also responsible for the promotion, coordination and maintenance of the standards of the Open and Distance Learning system in the country. The IGNOU has been performing these functions through Distance Education Council (DEC) which was established in 1991under Section -16 (7) read with Section - 5 (2) of IGNOU Act 1985. As a mandatory requirement as per MHRD Gazette notification no.44, dated 01.03.1995, DEC is evaluating and recognizing the programmes of ODL providers. Through DEC in itself is a Statutory body of IGNOU, to meet the requirements of the Gazette notification, IGNOU’s programmes were considered by the Distance Education Council for recognition. 

It was mentioned that IGNOU follows a very rigorous procedure for course design and development to ensure the quality of education being offered by it. Its draws on nationwide talent and expertise to develop its courseware and also for the delivery of its programmes and supporting the learning endeavour of its learners. The University provides multi-channel, multiple media teaching-learning packages for instruction and self-learning. The different components used for teaching/learning include self-learning print and audio-video materials, radio and television broadcasts, face-to-face counselling/tutoring, laboratory and hands-on experience, teleconferencing, video conferencing, interactive radio counselling, interactive multimedia CD-ROM and internet-based learning. For courses in Sciences, Computers, Nursing, Medical Sciences, Teacher Training and Engineering Technology, arrangements have been made to enable students to undertake practical classes/practice teaching at select study centres/work centres/programmes centres. While the traditional distance education delivery through print and study centres support is being strengthened, the University is, gearing towards the development of interactive multimedia content and learner support through video-conferencing and web-based platforms, by utilizing both the EduSat and the Internet. The design of the instructional system, as well as teacher and learner capacity building, are facilitated the different Schools, Divisions and Centres of the University with the help of experts drawn from Conventional System of education in the Country. The performance of students is evaluated with the help of examiners from formal system, Evaluation of all programmes comprises a compulsory component of continuous assessment and the University follows a grading as well as marking system, depending upon the requirements of each programme.  

IGNOU has about 688 Teachers and Academics to support the various programmes offered by the University. In addition there are about 1200 administrative and technical professional staff to manage the learning support system and delivery of the programmes. All the study centres are managed by the university and the university has set procedures for all aspects of the programme delivery. The SLMs provided to the learners are of high standards and the evaluation system is outstanding.

After the deliberations by the members, the Council accorded recognition to all programmes approved by the Academic Council of Indira Gandhi National Open University till 07-10-2009 for a period of five years. Further, the Council members decided to put on record their appreciation for IGNOU to set high standards and act as a role model in the field of Open and Distance Education not only in the country but also the world over. 

Item No. 33.3: 
To consider and approve the recommendations of the Joint Committee meetings of UGC-AICTE-DEC held on 5th August, 2009 and 17th August, 2009.

The Minutes of the Ninth Meeting of the Joint Committee of UGC-AICTE-DEC held on 5th August, 2009 and 17th August, 2009 were placed before the Council. The minutes were approved by the Council. It was also noted that there is no need to annex Dr. D. K. Paliwal’s letter dated: 17-08-2009 with the Minutes when the relevant matter has already been incorporated in the minutes at the appropriate place. 
The members also discussed the issue of Territorial Jurisdiction in offering programmes through distance mode. It was reported that in the Ninth Joint Committee meetings it was decided to follow the UGC notifications in this regard and the same has already been communicated to all the ODL providers. While noting the UGC regulations on territorial jurisdiction, the members observed that limiting the operation of distance and online education to geographical limits is against the very concept of Open and Distance learning. Regarding online education programmes no policy as yet has been evolved by the MHRD or the UGC. Further, in the case of online education the issue of jurisdiction does not arise as the online programmes can be offered from the head quarters of the institutions and there is no need for opening any study centres for online programmes.
The issue of non-approval of Engineering and Technology programmes by the Joint Committee also came up for discussion. The issue was discussed in detail. It was decided that approval of Engineering Programmes can be taken up on case-to-case basis by the Distance Education Council based on the positive recommendations of the Expert Committees duly constituted for the purpose and the concerned institutions have quality mechanisms in place for offering such programmes.  
Item No. 33.4: 
To deliberate on the New Policy on Distance Learning in Higher Education of MHRD.

The Council discussed the New Policy on Distance Learning in Higher Education of MHRD in detail and appreciated it to have come out with a policy for the first time. However, the members noted many shortcomings in the policy. The members observed that the draft policy document developed by the MHRD office is more in the form of directives that have been framed without involving stakeholders. The Council appreciated the Ministry’s initiative of putting the whole document into public domain. The Council desired that the positive inputs received from all stakeholders will be appropriately incorporated. It was resolved that the DEC should request MHRD to refine the draft Policy document before finalizing it.   

Item No. 33.5: Any other item with the permission of Chair. 

The issue of Post Facto approval of the B. Ed. and other Programmes offered by the Jamia Millai Islamia, during the period 2003-04 to 2006-07 was placed before the Council. This was reported to the Council that Jamia Millai Islamia has been accorded provisional recognition by the DEC for offering programmes (approved by statutory bodies of the Universities) through distance mode for one year i.e. 2007-08 and till the visit of the Expert Committee. 
The Council decided to accord the Post Facto approval/ recognition to Jamia Millai Islamia from 2003-04 to 2006-07. The Council also decided to accord post facto approval/ recognition to all universities till 2006-07 who are offering programmes through distance mode and have applied to DEC as a one time measure as a mandatory requirement of Gazette notification No: 44 dt 01.03.1995. The DEC should write to all the universities and give them one month’s time to apply to DEC for post facto recognition and thereafter the same should be accorded to them by the Chairman, DEC. 












Sd/-
(Prof. V. N. Rajasekharan Pillai)

Chairman 
