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FOREWORD

GNOU, the largest Open University

in the world, is widely acknowledged

as a system leader. Enshrined in the
University's mandate is its commitment to
increasing access, promoting equity,
prioritizing inclusiveness and strengthening
| quality. The University has responded to
critical challenges, reshaping itself in tune
with social, economic and cultural
transformations in India and across the
globe. It can be envisaged that the
University would play a key role in enhancing gross enrollment ratio in higher
education while also emphasizing measures to prevent learner attrition.

Registering impressive vertical and horizontal growth, IGNOU has enrolled over 3
million students through an expansive network of 67 Regional Centres and over
3380 Study Centres across the country. In addition, the University has significant
international presence in 43 countries with a network of 80 Partner Institutions.
With 477 academic programmes being offered, learners have the option to
choose from a wide range of choices.

IGNOU has played a key role in spearheading the use of state-of-art information
and communication technologies (ICTs) and media applications. With one Gbps
internet connectivity provided by the Government of India under the National
Knowledge Network (NKN) Plan, IGNOU has joined the NKN Virtual Private
Network (VPN) linking premier academic institutions across the country. This
enables interaction and sharing of digital applications, access to NPTEL courses and
other services falling under the NMEICT Plan of the Government. IGNOU has
become an active participant in the open access and open educational resources
(OER) movement with the adoption of an OER policy pledging the University's
commitment to widen access to high quality material to all. FlexiLearn and
eGyankosh offer 27 online programmes. In fact, eGyankosh has emerged as one
of the largest educational repositories in the world.

The University's Electronic Media Production Centre (EMPC) serves as the nodal
point for a consortium of content providers and coordinates broadcast of a
bouquet of Gyan Darshan TV channels and 37 Gyan Vani FM radio stations. The
university has effectively implemented mobile services by introducing SMS facility
to send important notifications to students and staff. In another initiative in
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collaboration with Vigyan Prasar (Department of Science and Technology), Government of India,
has started 'Science@Mobile' - an innovative scheme for science popularization.

Capacity building of faculty and staff has been a major area of emphasis. This is crucial in these
changing times, giving a meaningful edge to their efforts to strengthen IGNOU's interventions and
initiatives. The Staff Training and Research Institute of Distance Education (STRIDE) and Inter-
University Consortium (IUC) have been at the forefront in offering training programmes on a regular
basis covering areas such as design and development of course material, academic counseling, e-
content development, multimedia development and effective management of learner support
centres.

The University has launched several initiatives in strengthening its research base. Basic, applied and
interdisciplinary research programmes have attracted scholars. With the provision of awarding
fellowships to registered students from the University's own resources, IGNOU can be envisaged
to become a major, dynamic research hub.

During the 12th Plan period, the University proposes to break new ground with a focus on:
increasing access, equity and quality of open and distance learning; providing support for affordable
education with provision for lateral integration in higher education through the PPP model;
developing human resources through vocational and need-based programmes in niche areas;
supporting quality blended education for research, training and continuing education of faculty and
supporting ICT-enabled initiatives for reaching out to all disadvantaged sections including women

and minorities.

(Prof. M. Aslam)
Vice-Chancellor
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