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The eleven day online training on Student Empowerment for Entrepreneurial
Development (SEED) programme for IGNOU students organized by the NCIDE
concluded on 22nd August, 2020. Prof. Nageshwar Rao, Vice Chancellor, IGNOU and
Prof. K. B. Das, Pro-Vice Chancellor, IGNOU graced the occasion. Resource persons
of various sessions including Mr. Satvinder Singh, Dr. K. S. Kardam, Dr. Ronak
Kadia, Mr. Harshal Sanghvi, Dr. Rituraj Borah and Dr. Anupriya Pandey were also
present in the event. The SEED programme aimed at encouraging and empowering
the IGNOU students towards innovation and entrepreneurship, inaugurated by the
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor on 29th July, 2020, continued for eleven sessions up to 19th
August, 2020. On an average about 50 students participated in the programme.
Before the valedictory programme, Mr. Ajit Singh a successful entrepreneur shared
his story of setting up his business of Lakhm i Masaale at Palwal, Haryana. He
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narrated his story in a very simple and interesting way, highlighting the various
challenges and how he encountered them to be a successful entrepreneur. He said
that in a span of five years he was able to set up a business having a turnover of
about 2.5 Cr. He pointed out that to be a successful entrepreneur, one should not
compromise with the quality of the product and to sustain in the market one should
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also keep the cost very reasonable. He said that while in business there may be ups and down, but
we should have full confidence and keep on working patiently. Thereafter, another successful
young entrepreneur, Mr. Harshal Sanghvi also shared his success story and highlighted the
important aspects to be considered while going for developing an enterprise.
At the outset, Dr. O. P. Sharma welcomed the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Prof. Nageshwar Rao,
Pro-Vice Chancellor, Prof. K. B. Das, the resource persons and the participating students. Thereafter,
he gave a brief presentation of the report of the training programme highlighting the topics covered
in the programme, salient features of the training programme and the special measures taken to
make the training unique. He informed that at the end of each session, participants were given
e-assignments based on the proceedings of the session. Also, the video recordings of all the sessions
and various web resources, etc. were made available through the SEED training portal for
convenience of the participants immediately after each session. Besides it, the participants were also
given activities pertaining to the objectives of the sessions. He informed that the SEED programme
has been conceptualized, designed, developed and coordinated by the NCIDE aimed at
empowering the students towards setting up of their own startups and enterprises. He said that
NCIDE will continue hand holding of these students and provide all kind of support through the
training portal.
Thereafter, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, web coordinator of the programme, demonstrated the training
portal specially designed for the SEED programme and highlighted the key features of the portal
which includes discussion forum, session wise video recordings, activities, e-assignments, eportfolios, etc. She said that this portal will be available for them even after the programme is over
and the participants will remain connected with each other and also with the mentors.
Thereafter, with the permission of the Vice Chancellor, Dr. Moumita Das, called upon the
participating students to share their experiences and give their feedback about the SEED
programme. Around 16 students put up their views and appreciated the effort of the NCIDE for

providing such a wonderful opportunity in the form of SEED programme for developing
entrepreneurial skills and motivating them towards self-reliance. They said that the entire SEED
programme was practical oriented and a game changer for them.
The experts of various sessions also shared their views and said that the university has organized
this programme at the right time when the Prime minister has called for Atm anirbhar Bharat.
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Mr. Satvinder Singh appreciated the zeal and energy of the students even after even days of the
programme and hoped that they will be able to convert their ideas into very successful enterprises.
Dr. K S Kardam said that the programme was very wisely designed and it has all the necessary
aspects required for entrepreneurship development. Dr. Ronak Kadia complemented NCIDE for
great session delivery and said that the students would get boost in doing better in life. Mr. Rituraj
Borah commended IGNOU to bring industry-academia on one platform to guide the aspiring
entrepreneurs and hoped that more such programmes would be organized in future.
Thereafter, Pro- Vice Chancellor, Prof. K. B. Das said that from the feedback from the students and
the resource persons it can be inferred that as a result of SEED, the seed of entrepreneurship has
actually started germinating. He said that the
intensity of the programme was so high that it
has ignited fire
among
the budding
entrepreneurs. Further, he hoped that this
programme would have helped the students in
translating their ideas to achieve their goals.
While appreciating the way the programme has
been conducted online, he said that it has proved
to be better than the live face to face programme.
He commended NCIDE for so meticulously
designing and organizing the programme at such
a crucial time when everybody is talking about Atmanirbhar Bharat. He pointed out that this
programme has brought the living encyclopedias in the form of so experienced Resource Persons
from industry and academic field. He suggested that the NCIDE should now think of starting an
Incubation centre with the help of the organizations like SIDBI, NABAARD, etc. he also wanted that
a programme may be organized on EXIM policy for IGNOU students.
Finally, the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Prof. Nageshwar Rao addressed the students and said that he
was very carefully listening to the feedback of the students as well as the Resource Persons. Further
he said that the way the SEED programme has been designed and conducted and on the basis of the
feedback of the participants and Resource Persons, it can be said that it is a great contribution of
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NCIDE. He pointed out that the NCIDE is in a way
Atmanirbhar in terms of motivation, action and efforts as
the SEED programme is their own brain child.
He talked about the importance of Johari Window in
the field of entrepreneurship as well as in
communication and interpersonal relationship. In this
context, he pointed out the importance of negative
feedback in improving such programmes in future
and said that the NCIDE is capable of receiving the
criticism in positive way. Further he appreciated the
NCIDE for creating a Web based platform for the programme having several gradients. He advised
the students to be careful about the resource myopia and suggested that they should drop the
phobia of ‘I can not do’. Recalling the three terms like ‘Hisab’, ‘Hunar’ and ‘Himmat’ mentioned by
one of the participants Mr. Pankaj, Prof. Rao said that all should keep these terms in mind. He said
that the entrepreneurship gives spirit to identify newer things. He appreciated the NCIDE’s
initiatives towards technological interventions in the university and said that the SEED is another
Addison of NCIDE towards Atmanirbhar Bharat. He complemented the NCIDE for conceptualizing
the SEED and successfully complementing it. Finally, he wished success for the students and said
that they are the brand ambassadors of the university.

The programme ended with vote of thanks to the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Pro-Vice Chancellor, the
Resource Persons, and the participants by Dr. Sujata Santosh. The whole SEED programme has been
coordinated by the NCIDE faculty including Dr. O. P. Sharma, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Dr. Moumita
Das and Dr. Sujata Santosh. Dr.
Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi &
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi
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Innovation Club@IGNOU
Panel Discussion on
Re-thinking Assignment System at IGNOU in Context
with the Changing Technological Environment
Innovation Club@IGNOU housed at NCIDE organized a panel discussion on “Re-thinking Assignment
System at IGNOU in Context with the Changing Technological Environment” on 18th August, 2020, 11.00
am. The main objective was to have a
discussion
on
the
various
issues
related to the assignment system at IGNOU
and how it can be re-engineered with the help
of technological interventions for the benefit of
the distance learners and the University. The
members of the expert panel included
Prof. Shubha M. Gokhale, Professor, SOS,
Dr. Anita Priyadarshini, Associate Professor,
STRIDE, Dr P. Sivaswaroop, Regional Director,
IGNOU Regional Centre, Nagpur, and
Dr. Praveen Kumar Jain, Associate Professor,
SOA.
Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, initiated the proceedings and informed about the objectives of
the session. She also introduced the members of the expert panel. Thereafter, Dr. O. P. Sharma,
Director, NCIDE welcomed the members and gave brief introductory remarks highlighting the need
and importance of a wider discussion on the need for re-engineering the Assignment system at
IGNOU. He said that in view of the changing scenario, there is a need for innovation in the field of
assignment generation, submission and evaluation system by using the available technology. He
said that it will not only speed up the process of evaluation of assignments, but it will help in
reducing various unwanted practices crept into the system. About 45 members, including the faculty
members and academics from IGNOU Headquarters and various Regional Centres, were present in
the panel discussion.
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Prof. Shubha Gokhale mentioned that Multiple Choice questions should not be used in assignments,
but highlighted the need for online assignments in IGNOU. She also said that as the WEAS system
is being used to provide web enabled support to the distance learners, a similar mechanism should
be developed to provide a technology enabled assignment component for the students who have net
access. Normal assignments could be provided for other students.
Dr. Praveen Kumar Jain gave an overview of all the aspects related to the assignments in the ODL
system as well as in the online system. He suggested to go for innovative ways of assignment
developments. In this context, he suggested for use of various types of tasks, project work and
activity-oriented assignments for distance learners. However, he highlighted the problem of
plagiarism in case of typed assignments. He also mentioned that there was a strong need for a mechanism for assignment submission.

Dr. Anita Priyadarshini gave a macro as well as micro-picture related to the assignment system at
IGNOU. She stressed on the need for innovative design of the assignments linked to the
well-defined learning outcomes of the course. She added that there was a need for innovation and
use of technology interventions for developing and delivering the assignment system for the
University. She was of the view that one size does not fit all. Therefore, new and innovative ways of
design and delivery of the assignments should be experimented by different programme
coordinators to achieve the basic objectives of the assignments in the ODL system.
Dr. Shivaswaroop said that assignments in IGNOU are in three forms – self check exercises,
Assignments, and Term end examination. He also presented various innovative initiatives taken up
at the RC, by the counselors for addressing the various problems related to assignment submission
and evaluation. He supported for optimum use of technology in design, development, delivery and
evaluation of the assignment system.
The meeting was highly appreciated by all the members. As a result of the discussions during the
session, several suggestions were provided for a technology enabled assignment system, the need
for online or typed assignments, new ways assessing assignments, multiple assignments, different
sets of questions to avoid copying, use of Google forms for assignment submission and evaluation.
It was suggested that some video clips and manuals may be prepared and made available to the
students highlighting assignment submission. Dr. O. P. Sharma, moderated the panel discussion
and the event was coordinated by Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE.
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU &
Coordinator InnovationClub@IGNOU
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Innovative Practices
Web Based Video Counselling for Various
Programmes of IGNOU
NCIDE through the Web Enabled Academic Support (WEAS) initiative is actively involved in
supporting the IGNOU faculty in providing online counselling sessions from their home through
Web Based Video Counselling. IGNOU faculty members have been taking online sessions from their
home for a number of programmes including Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability Science
(PGDSS), Diploma in Nursing Administration (DNA), Certificate programme in Visual Art-Painting
(CVAP), Certificate Programme in YOGA (CPY), etc.
The important and innovative features of the web-based video counselling sessions organised by the
university include the following:

Video Counselling for Certificate Programme in Visual Art-Painting (CVAP)
Online classes were conducted for the students of the Certificate programme in Visual Art-Painting
(CVAP) in the month of August, 2020. Total 4 online sessions were conducted through web-based
video counselling mode every Sunday, from 9th August-30th August, 2020. In keeping with the
practical nature of the course, the sessions were on Stud ent Work Pre sentation and Discussion. As
the theory and practical sessions were over, the sessions were so designed to enable the students to
present their work individually and receive comments and feedback from the teacher and peers. In
each of the online session 3 students presented their work and around 40 students were present. The
sessions were taken by the programme coordinator Dr. Lakshaman Prasad, Assistant Professor,
SOPVA with creative and technical support from the WEAS team, NCIDE. The distance learners
could receive suggestions and feedback through the practical demonstration of their work and
appreciated the sessions.
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Video Counselling for Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability Sciences
Online classes were conducted for the students of the Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability
Sciences (PGDSS) in the month of August. A total of 9 online sessions were conducted through
web- based video counselling in the month of August, 2020. In each of the online sessions around
20-25 students were present. NCIDE facilitates the experts of the online classes in designing their
presentation in creative and innovative ways to endure the interest of the students. The sessions in
the month of August were taken by Dr. Bibhu Prasad Nayak, Associate Professor and Chairperson,
School of Livelihoods and Development, Tata Institute of Social Science, Hyderabad, Dr. Naresh
Chandra Sahu, Head of the School of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Management and Assistant
Professor (Economics) Indian Institute of Technology Bhubaneswar (IITBBS), Samanta Puri,
Bhubaneswar, Dr. B. Anjan Kumar Prusty, Department of Natural Resources, Management and
Geo-informatics, Khallikote University, Berhampur, Dr. Monika Kaul, Assistant Professor, Hansraj
College, University of Delhi, Prof. Benidhar Deshmukh, Professor, School of Sciences, IGNOU, and
Dr. Y. S. C. Khuman, Assistant Professor from School of Interdisciplinary and Trans-disciplinary
Studies, IGNOU. The WEAS Team at NCIDE technically coordinated the sessions.

In each session, initially the topic with multimedia components is presented to the students and
then it is followed by discussions. Topics are explained with the help of case studies and real life,
examples are taken for better understanding of the topic. New research studies and their
applications related to the topics are also discussed with the students. Overall, the sessions are
interactive and appreciated by the students. The web counselling sessions are also uploaded on the
WEAS Portal for the PGDSS Programme for their ready reference. Students of the January 2020
batch have also started revising their courses where the recorded web counselling sessions are of a
great use to them.
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit
Deputy Director, NCIDE
&
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE
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Session 4 of SEED Programme
How to Develop Entrepreneurial Skills?
The fourth session on “How to Develop Entrepreneurial Skills” as a part of the online training titled
“Student Empowerment for Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)”IGNOU’s Initiative towards
आत्मनिर्भरर्ारत” in the field of innovation and entrepreneurship was held on 3rd August, 2020.
Amid the COVID-19 crisis, the Prime Minister of India called for called for Atm anirbhar Bharat or
Self-Reliant India Movement. This scenario calls for entrepreneurship, especially among the youth
of the country and IGNOU took this initiative to empower the IGNOU students for Atm anirbhar
Bharat through this training programme from 27 July to 21 August 2020.
The basic objectives of the fourth session of the SEED training Programme titled “How to Develop
Entrepreneurial Skills?” were to:
 motivate the participating students towards developing entrepreneurial skills,
 explain the concepts of skills in entrepreneurship and appraise them of the entrepreneurial

skills,
 give an overview of the process of setting up an enterprise, and
 discuss the different methods by which entrepreneurship skills can be developed.

The expert speaker of the session was Dr. Ronak Kadia, an experienced academician with an
inclination towards training, based in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. A total of 64 student participants were
present in the session.

The Session Coordinator, Dr. Moumita Das welcomed the resource person Dr. Ronak Kadia and the
participants and gave an overview of the session objectives. Dr. O P Sharma, Director, NCIDE also
welcomed Dr. Kadia and highlighted the importance of entrepreneurial skills. Further, he invited
Dr. Kadia to deliver his talk. Dr. Kadia began his talk by narrating his experiences that shaped him
to be an entrepreneur. He said that for a startup, the key is an innovative concept. This differentiates
a startup from a business. He highlighted that disruptive innovations in the field of transport,
grocery, payment mechanisms, food etc., led to the rise of startups in India. On the entrepreneurial
skills, he said that a human being is a consumer from his birth till death and therefore ideas in
business should be directed at catering to all stages. For this, certain skills need to be developed and
a person should know the proper direction of need and develop a proper solution. One has to
continuously update one’s knowledge about oneself and keep motivating oneself.
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One has to develop the skills of knowing oneself, about what one can do and what one cannot do.
One should know about bootstrapping, meaning managing the business with limited resources in the
initial stages of the enterprise. Self-management is one of the most important skills for an entrepreneur. An entrepreneur should know how to wear many hats and be a balanced person. Awarding
oneself for achievements is also important for entrepreneurs to keep themselves motivated.
The important skills of an entrepreneur include
understanding oneself, innovative thinking,
good communication skills, good listening skills,
balanced body language, good grooming and
personality. He explained that to self-manage,
one should have an awareness, realizing one’s
strengths and weaknesses and Managing oneself
(ARM). He explained the tool of the Johari
Window to discover one’s skills. Presentation
skills are important and a well-planned idea is
half the job done.
Speaking about funding, he said that a good
business proposal is a must and is helpful.
He also said that aspiring entrepreneurs
should have a plan B for at least five years in
place. For funding, a company has to be
registered first and then only one should
approach for funding. Having a good team
with good core competencies is important to
secure funding. He explained that marketing
strategy is important for a successful
entrepreneur.
The session was highly interactive and
students asked questions about funding
etc., which was answered by the expert to
the students’ satisfaction. Dr. Kadia ended
the session by summarizing that attitude,
B-plan, connect (network), direction,
evaluation (of plans), finance and goals
were important for an entrepreneur to be
successful. In the end Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit,
complimented Dr. Kadia, for giving a very
inspiring and igniting talk. She also
motivated the participants by wishing them more of evens out of odds on their journey of being an
entrepreneur. The SEED programme is being coordinated by the NCIDE faculty, Dr. O. P. Sharma,
Director,
NCIDE,
Dr.
Jyotsna
Dikshit,
Deputy
Director,
NCIDE,
Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE and Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE.
The session was coordinated by Dr. Moumita Das and Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, was the Web Coordinator
of the session.
Dr. Moumita Das
Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi
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Session-5 of SEED Programme
How to Protect Your Ideas and Commercialize Your
product?
Fifth virtual session of an eleven-day online training programme on “Student Empowerment for
Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” as IGNOU’s Initiative towards Atmanirbhar Bharat on
“How to Protect Your Ideas and Commercialize Your product?” was organized on 5th August, 2020,
3.00pm-4.30pm. NCIDE, IGNOU is organizing an eleven day online training programme-SEED for a
selected group of IGNOU students from 27 July to 21 August 2020.
The main objectives of the session were:


To describe the basic concepts of IPR, Copyright Law and patents,



to explain the importance of IPR and patents in context of Entrepreneurship,



to provide information about how to file patents and protect your copyright, and



to explain the different aspects related to the commercialisation of the Idea.

The Session Coordinator, Dr. Sujata Santosh,
welcomed the expert speaker, Dr. K. S. Kardam,
former Sr. Joint Controller of Patents & Designs,
Intellectual Property India, New Delhi, India; the
student participants and introduced the topic of
the online session. She gave a brief introduction
about the esteemed speaker and highlighted the
main objectives of the session. Dr. Sharma gave an
overview of the topic of the session and explained
to the students the importance of IPR, Copyright Laws and patents in context of entrepreneurship.
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The Resource Person of the session Dr. Kardam in his
talk discussed the various details related to the
intellectual property, copyright, design, trademark,
geographical indications and patents. He further
highlighted how inventors and innovators can get
patents for their products. He explained the basics of
copyright, trademarks and patents with the help of
simple examples. Besides highlighting the important
aspects of commercialization, he pointed out the
basic duties of the patentees also. He informed about the process of the registration for patent and
the documents required for this purpose. He also gave examples of what can be patented and what
cannot be patented.
The session was followed by a lively interaction with the participants, who discussed their doubts
and queries with the expert speaker. Students also expressed their gratitude towards the university
for organizing such a programme and mentioned that the programme is so informative that being
part of the sessions they never realized that they were students of a distant mode university and it
was one of a kind educational experience for them. Dr. Kardam appreciated the zeal and enthusiasm
of the student entrepreneurs of IGNOU and conveyed his conveying best wishes to the students.
In the end Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, expressed her gratitude towards Dr. Kardam for providing insights
on important issues related to IPR to the students in such a simple way. She also advised the
students to work on the activities provided after every session for a better understanding of the
upcoming session.

At the end of the session, the participants were given assignment based on the deliberations of the
session to be completed by all the participants. One day before the session, the participants were
given an activity also pertaining to the objectives of the session. About 50 students participated in
the programme. The SEED programme is being coordinated by the NCIDE faculty,
Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE, Dr. Moumita Das,
Assistant Director, NCIDE and Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE.
The session concluded by the session coordinator, thanking the expert and conveying that the
student entrepreneurs will try their best to benefit from the sessions. The session was coordinated
by Dr. Sujata Santosh. Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit was the web coordinator of the session.
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi
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Session-6 of SEED Programme
Converting Your Idea into Business and
Setting Up Your Own Enterprise
The Sixth Session of the “Student Empowerment for Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” training
programme on “Converting Your Idea into Business and Setting Up Your Own Enterprise” was
organized by the NCIDE on 07th August 2020. NCIDE, IGNOU is conducting an online training
titled “Student Empowerment for Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” as IGNOU’s Initiative
towards आत्मनिर्भरर्ारत” in the field of innovation and entrepreneurship from 27 July, 2020 to
21 August 2020.
The basic objectives of the sixth session of the SEED training Programme titled “Converting Your
Idea into Business and Setting Up Your Own Enterprise were to:
 explain the characteristics of an entrepreneur,
 highlight the importance of an idea in entrepreneurship development,
 discuss the different aspects of entrepreneurship,
 explain the various stages of the journey of an entrepreneur,
 enumerate the advantages of entrepreneurship, and
 discuss the mechanisms of setting up a business/enterprise

The expert speaker was Professor Sanjiv Mittal, Professor of Marketing in the University School of
Management Studies, Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, Dwarka, New Delhi. A total of
65 student participants were present in the session. The Session Coordinator, Dr. Moumita Das
welcomed Prof. Mittal and invited him to deliver his talk.
Prof. Mittal began his talk by defining an entrepreneur and dispelling myths about entrepreneurship.
Discussing the various aspects of entrepreneurship, he said that
there are mainly three aspects, (i) The identification/recognition of
market opportunity and the generation of a business idea (product
or service) to address the opportunity, (ii) The marshalling and commitment of resources in the face of risk to pursue the opportunity,
and (iii) The creation of an operating business organization to implement the opportunity-motivated business idea. He proceeded to
give the examples of several successful women entrepreneurs, such
as Kiran Mazumdar Shaw, Shahnaz Hussain, Ritu Kumar,
Mrs. Bector, Jashwantiben Popatetc, to motivate the students. Thereafter he mentioned that there are
many institutions that support entrepreneurship development, such as EDI, NIESBUD, SIDBI, KVIC,
NGO’s etc. He explained the advantages as well as the disadvantages of entrepreneurship.
Speaking on how to set up an enterprise, he emphasized that innovative ideas are vital for an
enterprise. There are many sources of ideas through internal sources, such as Friends and Relatives
or own visit abroad, and external sources, such as Consultants, Banks and Financial Institutions, etc.
He mentioned that the Entrepreneurial Functions include Deciding the Project, Raising Finance,
Planning Production, Managing Enterprise, Risk Taking, Earning Profits and Innovation. He
provided guidance on Registration of Small-Scale Industrial Units (SSI). He said that SSI Registration
is now replaced with filling of Memorandum(s) and undertaking under the MSMED Act, 2006.
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He highlighted several schemes that support the MSMEs, including the Atm anirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan. Highlighting the importance of a business plan, he explained in detail, with examples, the important
aspects of the business plan, such as Knowledge of Product, How to Market it (Segmentation,
Targeting and Positioning, Financial Plan (recurring and non-recurring expenses), Human Resource
or Manpower Plan and General Management Plan (Contingency Plan). He emphasised on the ethics
of entrepreneurship and asked to adopt a professional approach and understand the importance of
the customer. He explained the concept of break even and price analytics (everyday low price) for the
benefit of the customer and the business. The session was highly interactive and students asked
questions on various aspects funding etc, which was answered by the expert to the students’
satisfaction.
While concluding the session Dr. O. P. Sharma thanked Prof. Mittal for a highly enriching and
knowledgeable session. He said that Prof. Mittal has very joyfully conducted a full journey of being
an entrepreneur.
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, the Web Coordinator of the session appreciated the way Prof. Mittal’s talk
inspired the participants in digging deep down to not only understand how they can take up their
ideas and work towards setting up an enterprise, but also gain knowledge on many practical
components which they require to fulfill in order to establish an enterprise. Further, she informed
him that the video coverage of the session is made available to the students after the session is over
and also informed that all the students are connected with each other through discussion forum.
Dr. Sujata Santosh said that the session was full of information and quite interactive. The SEED
programme is being coordinated by the NCIDE faculty, Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE,
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE, Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE and
Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE. The session was coordinated by Dr. Moumita Das. Dr.
Jyotsna Dikshit, was the Web Coordinator of the session.
Dr. Moumita Das
Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi
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Session-7 of SEED Programme
Conducting Market, Financial and Technological
Research
NCIDE, IGNOU is organizing an eleven-day online training programme on “Student Empowerment
for Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” as IGNOU’s Initiative towards Atm anirbhar Bharat.
The SEED training programme is being organized from 27 July to 21 August 2020. The seventh virtual
session on “Conducting Market, Financial and Technological Research” was organized on 10th August,
2020, 3.00pm-4.30pm. The session was taken by Dr. Anupriya Pandey, Assistant Professor, SOMS,
IGNOU. The main objectives of the session were:
 to explain the meaning of market research and its importance in setting of an enterprise.
 to describe ways to analyse the existing marking trends for selling the finished goods,
 to discuss the process of conducting market research,
 to differentiate the possible application areas of marketing research, and
 to describe the different aspects related to financial and technological research.

The Session Coordinator, Dr. Sujata, welcomed the expert speaker, Dr. Anupriya Panday, the student
participants and introduced the topic of the online session. She gave a brief introduction about the
expert speaker and highlighted the main objectives of the session. Dr. O. P. Sharma gave an overview
of the topic of the session and explained to the students that marketing research was an important
component of any entrepreneurial development. He further added that the session will highlight how
to market research and the steps, initiatives and precautions should be taken.

The expert speaker, Dr. Anupriya in her talk explained the terms market research, and discussed the
need for assessing the financial and technological requirements when starting your own business. She
explained that first it is important to analyze if there is a market for your offering. She also mentioned
that one should identify the expenses (both fixed and recurring expenses; direct and indirect
expenses) and calculate the revenue generated. She said that technological research helps to identify
the kind of technology that is required in the business, what are the technologies available and how to
procure it. While explaining market research she highlighted the types of market research, sources
from where to collect information, and how to collect data, and different methods that can be used.
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She presented numerous examples to explain the various aspects
of market research to the participants. The session was very
interactive and the students enthusiastically asked questions and
clarified their doubts on issues related to market research, and
financial and technological research while setting up an enterprise.
In the end Dr. Sharma appreciated the talk by
Dr. Anupriya and said that the market research is very important
component of any entrepreneurship. He suggested to do the exercise of market, financial and
technology research for their ideas or business plans. Further, he said that if need be separate
sessions may be organized on the three topics in future for detailed explanation.

Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, applauded Dr. Anupriya for presenting the basic concepts of market, financial
and technology research to the participants through a lot of examples in such a short time.
Dr. Moumita Das said that the talk was highly beneficial and urged the students to follow the
guidance of the expert while carrying out market research for their enterprise.
The session concluded by the session coordinator,
thanking the expert and conveying that the student
entrepreneurs will try their best to benefit from the
sessions. A total of 50 students participated in the
programme. The session was coordinated by Dr.
Sujata Santosh. Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit was the web
coordinator of the session. The SEED programme is
being coordinated by the NCIDE faculty, Dr. O. P.
Sharma, Director, NCIDE, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit,
Deputy
Director,
NCIDE,
Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE and Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE.
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi
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Session-8 of SEED Programme
Developing Business Model Canvas for Your Idea
The eight session of the eleven-day online training programme on “Student Empowerment for
Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” was organized on 12th August, 2020 from 3.00pm to 5.00pm.
The session was on “Developing Business Model Canvas for Your Idea”. The SEED training programme
is being organized by the NCIDE as IGNOU’s Initiative towards Atm anirbhar Bharat from 27 July,
2020 to 21 August 2020.
The basic objectives of the eighth session of the SEED training Programme titled “Developing
Business Model Canvas for Your Idea” were to:





explain what is a business model canvas,
explain the importance of a business model canvas in entrepreneurship,
discuss the different elements of a business model canvas, and
explain the interrelationships between the different elements in a business model canvas

The expert speaker was Mr. Harshal Sanghvi, Founder EssenceTech, Ahmadabad Gujarat.
The Session Coordinator, Dr. Moumita Das welcomed Mr. Sanghvi and invited him to deliver his
talk. Mr. Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE highlighted the need and importance of the session on
Business Canvas Model Development as a part of the SEED training programme. Thereafter,

Mr. Sanghvi began his talk by introducing the concept of a business model canvas and it’s important
for an entrepreneur. He illustrated the business model canvas with examples of Google, Microsoft,
LinkedIn and Facebook. He explained that a business model canvas portrays the business idea in a
detailed form in a compact template. He explained that there are nine elements of an enterprise
which need to be charted out in a business model. These are Key Activities, Key Resources, Key
Partners, Value Propositions, Relationships, Customer Segments, Channels, Cost Structure and
Revenue Streams.
The session was highly interactive and students asked questions on various aspects of
entrepreneurship, such as funding sources, digital marketing, students’ innovative ideas etc, which
was answered by the expert to the students’ satisfaction.
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While concluding the session, Dr. O. P. Sharma said that the session was very informative and
highly interactive. He wanted that all the participants should develop such Business Canvas Model
for their ideas and said that it should be a mandatory activity for the participants.
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, web coordinator of the session appreciated the efforts of Mr. Harshal for
explaining the business model canvas to the students through a case study. She also emphasized the
importance of developing a business model canvas to the students regarding their business ideas.
Dr. Sujata Santosh mentioned that in the process of development of an enterprise from a business
idea, preparing business model canvas is extremely crucial. She said that the expert speaker,
Mr. Harshal not only explained to the students the business model canvas with relevant examples
from the industry but also provided insights into specific business cases by answering the student
queries related to the business model canvas in context of their own business idea.

The SEED programme was being coordinated by the NCIDE faculty, Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director,
NCIDE, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE, Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE
and Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE. A total of 45 student participants were present
in the session.
Dr. Moumita Das
Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi
ENNOVATE
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Session-9 of SEED Programme
How to Develop a Bankable Business Proposal?
The ninth session of the eleven-day online training programme on “Student Empowerment for
Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” on “How to Develop a Bankable Business Proposal?” was
organized by the NCIDE on 14thAugust, 2020. The SEED programme as an IGNOU’s Initiative
towards Atm anirbhar Bharat, is being organized from 27 July to 21 August 2020. The session was
taken by Mr. Rituraj Borah, Consultant, India Power Corporation Limited. The main objectives of the
session were:
 to explain how to translate a concept into a bankable project,
 to describe ways to prepare a bankable project proposal,
 to enumerate the important points that should be considered while formulating /preparing a
bankable project report, and
 to explain the essential elements for preparing bankable projects.
The Session Coordinator, Dr. Sujata Santosh, welcomed the expert speaker, Mr. Rituraj Borah, the
student participants and introduced the topic of the online session. She gave a brief introduction
about the expert speaker and highlighted the main objectives of the session. Dr. O. P. Sharma gave
an overview of the topic of the session and explained to the students that a business plan is a
comprehensive roadmap for a small business’ growth and development. He further added that the
session will highlight how to prepare a bankable project proposal and the steps that should be taken.

The expert speaker, Mr. Rituraj in his talk discussed the various aspects related to development of an
effective business proposal. He said that a bankable business proposal is a snapshot of your business.
It describes what kind of business you would like to do; it
could be about a product or service. He spoke about various
components of the business proposal and elaborated each of
these in detail. These components are: (i) Kind of business, (ii)
Company
description, (iii)
Market
Analysis,
(iv)
Organisational management, (v) Service or product you are
going to offer (vi) Marketing and sales, (vii) Funding
procedures, (viii) Financial Projections and (ix) Financials. He
said it was very important to have knowledge about all
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minute details related to your project – what are the manufacturing requirements, raw materials and
machinery required. He pointed out that it is very important to have an edge upon the competitors,
and so, a thorough analysis of the competitors is a must. He further added that market analysis
should be carried out. Similarly, information about marketing, team organization, financial
projections are some other aspects that must be taken care of. The session was very interactive and
the students enthusiastically asked questions and clarified their doubts on issues related to business
plan/ proposal, the funding opportunities for an enterprise.
In the end Dr. Sharma appreciated the talk by Mr. Rituraj and said that the business plan is very
crucial step in the development of an enterprise. He said that all the participants should take up their
Business Model canvas further and convert into a bankable business proposal.
Dr. Sujata summed up the format of the business plan template enumerating the important
information and details that should be provided. She also briefly highlighted the various reasons
why the investors turn down startups and entrepreneurs. She suggested the students to take care of
these aspects while preparing their business proposals for their planned enterprise.
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, applauded Mr. Rituraj and said that the session would help the participants in
preparing their business proposal so that it is accepted easily for funding by the agencies. She
appreciated the question answer session followed by the presentation and said that it was highly
interactive.
Dr. Moumita Das said that although it is good to take small steps towards establishing a business, it
is important to aim big. She urged the participants to visit their local companies to have a hands-on
experience through internships and such mechanisms. This will help them to develop an outgoing
attitude to understand the practical aspects of running a company, which will also give them an idea
of how to develop a bankable business plan.
The session concluded by the session coordinator, thanking the expert and conveying that the
student entrepreneurs will try their best to benefit from the sessions. A total of 50 students
participated in the programme. The session was coordinated by Dr. Sujata Santosh. Dr. Jyotsna
Dikshit was the web coordinator of the session. The SEED programme was coordinated by the
NCIDE faculty, Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE,
Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE and Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE.

Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi

ENNOVATE

PAGE

21

ENNOVATE

Session-10 of SEED Programme
Funding Opportunities: GoI, Venture Capitalists and
Angel Investors
Tenth session of the eleven-day online training programme on “Student Empowerment for
Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” on “Funding Opportunities: GoI, Venture Capitalists and Angel
Investors” was organized by the NCIDE on 17th August 2020. The SEED programme is an initiative of
the university towards Atm anirbhar Bharat which is being organized from 27 July, 2020 to
21 August 2020.
The basic objectives of the tenth session of the SEED training Programme titled “Funding
Opportunities: GoI, Venture Capitalists and Angel Investors” were to:


explain the basic requirements for funding a business proposal,
 apprise the participants about the various government schemes of funding,
 discuss about various angel investors and other funding agencies. and
 highlight the salient features of a bankable business proposal from funding point of view.
The expert speaker was Mr. Satvinder Singh, Managing Director NITCON and ex Chief General
Manager (Tech) National Small Industries Corporation. A total of 45 student participants were
present in the session.
The Session Coordinator, Dr. Moumita Das welcomed Mr. Singh and invited him to deliver his talk.
Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE also welcomed the resource person and gave an overview of the
session and highlighted the need of the session on funding opportunities in context with the SEED
programme. Mr. Satvinder Singh began his talk by introducing the concept of funding in business.
He said that the government funding is available provided the proposal or business plan contain
every aspect related to the idea or the technology used,
marketing and management criteria. He suggested that all
the questions related to these aspects should be addressed
thoroughly before approaching for funding. These aspects of
technology, marketing and management criteria should be
documented carefully. He advised the students that they
should be able to justify how their prototype is better than
others during funding. Funding is easier when one is
thinking of expanding an already existing company. Then
the funding agency will ask about the financials of the already existing company, which should be
properly structured. Funding is available in many forms. States governments have their own
schemes, in additional to the Central Government Schemes.
He enumerated some schemes of the Central Government, such as Prime Minister’s Employment
Generation Programme, Mudra Yojana, Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small
Enterprises. He also mentioned the amount of loans that are available in each scheme. There are also
schemes for target beneficiaries such as SC/ST, minorities, rural areas etc. He also highlighted the
importance of Entrepreneurship Development Training and listed a few names that offered such
programmes, such as KVIC, NSIC, National Institute for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises,
NIESBUD, and Ministry of Skill and Entrepreneurship Development. He also touched about angel
funding and foreign funding, which are available. He highlighted that the startups of the students
should be registered in Niti Ayog.
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The session was highly interactive and students asked questions on various aspects of funding,
registration of startup, certifications, etc., which was answered by the expert to the students’
satisfaction.
Dr. O. P. Sharma thanked Mr. Satvinder Singh to take such an important session and said that the
session was very informative and highly interactive. He said that funding is the most crucial stage of
any entrepreneurial proposal. He pointed out that the question answer session made it very unique,
as the students could ask all types of questions related to funding.

Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, web coordinator of the SEED programme complemented the resource person
and said that the session was very useful and full of important information. She said that the
majority of students are stuck up at this stage. Either they are not able to prepare a good bankable
proposal or they are not able to connect with the right funding agency. In that context, this session
has been very useful.

Dr. Sujata Santosh thanked Mr. Satvinder Singh for appraising the students of various funding
agencies and the process of getting funds. She hoped that now the students would be able to
identify the proper funding agency and procure the required funds for their business or startups.
The SEED programme was coordinated by the NCIDE faculty, Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE,
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE, Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE and Dr.
Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE.
Dr. Moumita Das
Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi
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Session-11 of SEED Programme
Marketing of Your Product with Focus on Digital
Marketing?
NCIDE, IGNOU is organizing an eleven-day online training programme on “Student Empowerment
for Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” as IGNOU’s Initiative towards Atm anirbhar Bharat. The
SEED training programme is being organized from 27 July, 2020 to 21 August 2020. The eleventh
virtual session on “Marketing of Your Product with Focus on Digital Marketing?” was organized on
19thAugust, 2020, 3.00pm-4.30pm. The session was taken by Dr. Anupriya Pandey,
Assistant Professor, SOMS, IGNOU. The main objectives of the session were:
 to explain the concept and components of digital marketing,
 to describe how to use it for branding and sales,
 to enumerate the advantages and limitations of various tools of digital marketing, and
 to become familiar with best practices, tools and technologies in context with the digital

marketing.
The Session Coordinator, Dr. Sujata, welcomed the expert speaker, Dr. Anupriya Pandey, the student
participants and introduced the topic of the online session. She gave a brief introduction about the
expert speaker and highlighted the main objectives of the session. Dr. O. P. Sharma gave an overview
of the topic of the session and explained to the students about the importance of the digital marketing
in the changing technological environment. He further added that the session will highlight the role
of social media in context with the digital marketing.

The expert speaker, Dr. Anupriya Pandey in her talk discussed the various aspects related to digital
marketing of a business. She explained advertising delivered through digital channels such as search
engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps. She highlighted the need for business to
have specific goals in mind, then work on marketing strategy to achieve growth by reaching more
consumers and convincing them to purchase. To do this effectively, you have to take advantage of all
the most valuable marketing resources and technologies, and in the modern world, the internet tops
that list. This makes every business in need of digital marketing. It’s necessary you understand the
benefits of digital marketing for businesses.
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In the end Dr. Sharma appreciated the talk by Dr. Anupriya and said that effective digital marketing
is very crucial step in the development of an enterprise. He said that the session was highly enriched
and full of examples of the use of social media in different situations.

Dr. Sujata said that digital marketing provides a means to connect with and influence potential
customers through the aid of digital platforms. She also added that digital marketing is considerably
less expensive than other marketing methods. She also mentioned about the use of viral marketing
where consumers are encouraged to share information about a company's goods or services via the
Internet or various social networks.
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit appreciated the way session was conducted. She said that in the present context,
the use of such digital tools is necessary for boosting the marketing strategy. Further, she hoped that
the students might be benefited from the presentation. Dr. Moumita Das said that that the emphasis
of digital marketing is very much required. She hoped that now the participants would be able to
select the appropriate tool for various purposes of marketing.
The session concluded by the session coordinator, thanking the expert and conveying that the
student entrepreneurs will try their best to benefit from the sessions. A total of 50 students
participated in the programme. The session was coordinated by Dr. Sujata Santosh. Dr. Jyotsna
Dikshit was the web coordinator of the session. The SEED programme was coordinated by the
NCIDE faculty, Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE,
Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE and Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE.
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi

“Held in the palms of thousands of disgruntled people over the centuries
have been ideas worth millions – if they only had taken the first step and
then followed through .”
– Robert M. Hayes
Author, professor (1926-)
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Innovation Club@ Regional Centre, Cochin
Brainstorming on E-Support Services of IGNOU- An
Innovative Initiative to Facilitate Students
The Innovation Club at Regional Centre, Cochin was initiated under the encouragement of the
NCIDE, IGNOU. A series of monthly lecture identified as ‘Open Session cum Enrichment Session’ are
being held regularly at the Regional Centre, Cochin since September, 2018. As an innovative practice
the monthly lecture identified as Enrichment session under Innovation club is coupled with
Grievance Redressal session as it would enable the learners to take home some message besides
resolving their grievances.
After the Pandemic situation which began in March, 2020, this was the first Online/Virtual Open
Session cum Enrichment Session conducted by IGNOU Regional Centre, Cochin. The session was
conducted on 13th August, 2020through Google Meet Platform and was coordinated by Dr. Praseeetha
Unnikrishnan, Assistant Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, Cochin who is also the Nodal Officer for
the Innovation Club Activities at Regional Centre, Cochin. Dr. Praseetha Unnikrishnan was also the
Resource person for the monthly lecture on the topic ‘E-Support Services of IGNOU- An Innovative
Initiative to Facilitate Students’. The Online/Virtual session was attended by around 155 participants
including IGNOU learners of the January, 2020 session.
Dr. J.S. Dorothy, Regional Director initially addressed the learners by sharing inputs pertaining to
Skill Development programmes available with the Central Institute of Fisheries Department (CIFT),
Cochin and MOOCs programme available in the SWAYAM portal with the learners. She also
highlighted the importance of life skills and how it would help the learners in overcoming the
challenges posed by life. Dr. J.S. Dorothy, RD also informed students about the importance of
applying for add-on programmes of IGNOU for improving upon employability skills.

The Resource person Dr. Praseetha Unnikrishnan introduced the participants to the basic things
which learners should know as an IGNOU student i.e. their Enrolment Number, Programme Code,
Study Centre Name and Code. The main IGNOU website was explained in detail starting from how
to check the Registration Status, Downloading of Assignment Questions, Old Question papers,
Knowing the Study material status, eContent App, Gyanvani, Gyandarshan, IGram, Induction
Guidelines and other details. The Facebook /Twitter Account and RC Cochin website information was
also shared amongst participants. Information about the admissions being open for the July, 2020
session and the link for applying was also provided. The session concluded with Dr. Praseetha
highlighting the importance of checking the websites of IGNOU and Regional Centre on a regular
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basis so as to keep oneself updated about important notifications with respect to the programme
being pursued from IGNOU.
In the Open Session, the queries from IGNOU learners were mainly addressed by all the academics
and they were mostly pertaining to counselling sessions of IGNOU, downloading of assignment
questions, the submission of hand written Assignment Responses, downloading of Soft copy of
study materials, conduct of Term End Examination, choosing courses for Re-registration and general
queries pertaining to Facebook page of IGNOU.

In response to various queries pertaining to Counseling sessions, Dr. Sindhu P Nair, Deputy
Director, RC Cochin shared in detail about the online counseling sessions being conducted by
Regional Centre Cochin and also shared information about the Facebook Live sessions being
conducted for various programmes by IGNOU Head Quarters, Delhi. Information about the videos
uploaded in the Regional Centre Cochin website, Gyanvani/Gyandarshan schedules being uploaded
on Facebook page was also shared amongst participants. Dr. V.T. Jalajakumari, ARD,RC Cochin
addressed various queries of learners pertaining to downloading of assignment questions,
submission of the same, conduct of Term end examinations and other related queries

The Session gave an opportunity to all IGNOU learners of January, 2020 session to gain an
understanding about the E-Support services of IGNOU. Further, the session enabled the IGNOU
Learners to clarify their doubts/queries pertaining to the programme they were pursuing. The
session came to an end with the Vote of thanks being proposed by Shri K. K. Joseph, Assistant
Registrar, Regional Centre, Cochin.
Dr. J. S. Dorothy
Regional Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, Cochin &
Dr. Praseetha Unnikrishnan
Assistant Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, Cochin
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Innovative Initiative
WEAS@RCs- A Single Window Information and
Facilitation Tool for Learners
Student Support Services is the backbone of any ODL system. Some of the major components of
student support services are pre-admission counselling, induction subject-specific counselling,
information services related to programmes, rules, regulations, procedures and schedules of the
University, management of assignments to tutor for comments, grading and marking a facility for
undergoing the term-end exam etc. In this context, it is imperative to ensure right kind of support
to the students at the right time. The appropriate use of technology to provide various kind of
information and support to the students can provide reliable solution. Creation of Web Enabled
Academic Support (WEAS) would be able to provide required support through a one stop portal.

What is WEAS@RCs
Web Enabled Academic Support@RCs, commonly known as WEAS@RCs aims to provide an
interactive one-stop portal, that will help the students in getting informational support from the
RCs. It has three major components WEAS@RCs for prospective learners, WEAS@RCs for existing
learners, and WEAS@RCs for Alumni. The main highlight of the WEAS@RCs is student centric
portal with elements of interactivity and multimedia enabled information. Currently, almost work
related with WEAS@RCs for prospective learners has been completed in collaboration with RC
Delhi -1 and RC Noida.

Why WEAS@RCs?
IGNOU students are geographically spread all over the country and most of the time they are at
distance from the university. While studying at IGNOU they might have different types of problems
and doubts to be clarified. If they are not addressed in time, then they convert into the grievances.
But, if required information and support is made available to the learners in time at one place, it is
expected that their most of the doubts will be clarified and the problems will be resolved. Though,
almost all kind of information is available at one or other place. But it becomes difficult for the
learners to search the appropriate information. That is why it becomes imperative to develop a
single widow information and facilitation platform in the name of WEAS@RCs providing all kinds
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of academic and administrative information and support to the students with the help of simple and
easily accessible technology.

Components of WEAS@RCs
The WEAS@RCs has three major components as discussed below in brief.
1. WEAS@RCs for Prospective Learners
One of the goals of the National Education Policy, 2020 is to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in
higher education, including vocational education from 26.3 percent as of 2018 to 50 percent by 2035.
This provides an opportunity as well as challenge to ODL Institutions to gear up with this situation
and become more proactive in the various marketing endeavours. They also need to engage
prospective learners to enable them to be able to be a part of their system, thus contributing in a big
way. In this context, it is envisaged that RCs through the “WEAS@RCs for prospective learners” will
get an opportunity for a new level of engagement with prospective students. For example, one of the
components viz. Join a Programme, enables a student to explore a programme of their interest on
the basis of pre-defined 105 disciplines, and enables the RCs to collect data of interested students, to
follow-up with them further. The portal has other components also like Why to choose IGNOU to
learn, how to apply for admissions, the instructional system, FAQs, what student’s say and of
course a dedicated page about STAR students of IGNOU. The uniqueness of this portal is that most
of that it judiciously uses text with multimedia enabled information through 3-5 min video. This
enables the visitors to quickly gather information in a nutshell.
2. WEAS@RCs for Existing Learners
Learners of IGNOU being at distance from the university and spread geographically all over the
country, necessitates to provide them timely support both academic and administrative. The
WEAS@RC aims at providing various kind of information important for the learners and facilitate
them in completing their study through technological support. The basic components of the
WEAS@RCs for Existing learners include the following:
 Interactive Multimedia Information related to study material support, types of services
provided by the Regional Centres, where and how to study? assignment support, evaluation
support, how practical sessions work? how project work? Re-registration process, FAQs, etc.
 FAQs and Useful Resources for the students
 Various other information required by the students such as Know about Results
 Pool of digital resources in various regional languages for the learners through the RCs
 Discussion Forum and feedback facility
 Corner for Creativity and Innovation, and much for useful for the students of IGNOU.
3.

WEAS@RCs for Alumni

Since its inception, IGNOU has provided higher education to a large number of students with
different socioeconomic and educational background. Many of them must be placed at very good
and prominent positions in different organizations including their own setups and businesses. Such
alumni of the university may be a good resource for motivation and support to the existing and
potential students of IGNOU. For that purpose, WEAS@RC plans to make a provision for creating a
database of successful students of IGNOU and connecting them with the existing students through
various activities. It will also display the success stories of the IGNOU Alumni on the portal.

Innovative Features of WEAS@RCs
Though the proposed WEAS@RCs itself is an innovative initiative to provide various kinds of
academic and administrative support services to the distance learners through a single window
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platform, the important innovative features of the WEAS@RCs are as given below:


The portal provides all kinds of information and various kind of learning & support resources
in an integrated form through a single window online platform.



The technology used for development and deployment of the WEAS is very simple, and easy
to access without requiring for any additional infrastructure.



The WEAS@RCs can be accessed by anybody anytime through any kind of device including
computer, laptop or mobile, etc.



The WEAS portal is dynamic in nature having provision for regular updation by the
coordinators of the portal.



The portal has interactive features like discussion forum, ask a question, and provision of
feedback from the users, etc.

Currently, the WEAS@RC is being developed by the NCIDE in consultation with the Regional
Centres Delhi 1 and Regional Centre, Noida on an experimental way. WEAS@RC is expected to be
extended to other RCs also. We will be happy to get suggestions and inputs from the stakeholders of
WEAS@RCs for improving the features of the portal.
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi
Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi &
Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi

NCIDE
The National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education (NCIDE) was established in
December 2005. It is a facility for promoting, supporting, re-engineering and disseminating
innovations in Open and Distance Learning (ODL) system. The NCIDE is a ground for
nurturing bright and inquisitive minds whose ideas and explorations are expected to
revolutionize the ODL system to suit the needs of Gennext. The Centre's goal is to develop a
culture of continued search for new and innovative solutions to offer seamless education for
all, achieve cost efficiency in its operations and provide borderless access to quality
education and training.

We look forward to receiving your suggestions for this e-newsletter. We also welcome your
contributions for the future issues. Please send us your emails at:
sujata.santosh@ignou.ac.in or ncide@ignou.ac.in
For more information please contact:
National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education
Block G, Zakir Hussain Bhawan, New Academic Complex
Indira Gandhi National Open University

