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Innovation has become the buzzword across the globe for the 21st century.
Innovation can be defined as converting ideas into new or improved products,
processes and services. In simple words, Innovation is about taking inventions to
INSIDE THIS ISSUE marketplace by translating scientific knowledge into products, services and offerings
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To ensure that Innovation is primary fulcrum of all HEIs, the Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD), Govt. of India has introduced the scheme of Atal
Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) to systematically rank
all major higher educational institutions and universities in India on various
indicators related to “Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development” amongst
students and faculties. ARIIA will rank educational institutions for innovation output
based on all major indicators and parameters used globally. While launching the
scheme, the Union minister Prakash Javadekar said “India lacks innovation. It is a
challenge for us to innovate; innovation will make our country prosper. New
thinking must be encouraged and every college must have an innovation cell.”
The main purpose of ARIIA is to systematically foster the culture of Innovation in all
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) across the country. The institutions will be
ranked on criteria such as the amount of investment on innovation, facilities for
entrepreneurship, technology transfer, patenting, innovation in teaching-learning and
governance. The major indicators under ARIIA are as below:

 Budget & Funding Support.
 Infrastructure & Facilities.
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Awareness, Promotions & support for Idea Generation & Innovation.
Promotion & Support for Entrepreneurship Development.
Innovative Learning Methods & Courses.
Intellectual Property Generation, Technology Transfer & Commercialization.
Innovation in Governance of the Institution.

Figure 1: Parameters of ARIIA (Source: https://www.ariia.gov.in/)

Salient Features of ARIIA
 The methodology designed to calculate ARIIA metrics considers all major parameters/ indicators









used globally to rank education institutions for innovation output. Additionally, ARIIA also
measures some parameters which are India specific considering the current scenario and status of
higher education in India.
The ARIIA parameters are primarily organized in major broad parameters with 7 indicators
which are further elaborated into suitable sub-heads. Each broad head and its various sub-heads
have an appropriate weight distribution.
To ensure transparency in ranking system, an attempt is also made to identify the relevant data
needed to suitably measure the performance score under each sub-head. Emphasis here is on
identifying data that the institution can easily provide or is easy to obtain from third party
sources and easily verifiable, wherever verification is needed.
The overall score is computed based on the weights allotted to each head.
The institutions will be rank-ordered based on their scores.
The overall score can take a maximum value of 100.

Conclusion
All recognized Higher Educational Institutions of India are eligible to participate in the ARIIA
ranking. ARIIA ranking will certainly inspire Indian institutions to reorient their mind-set and build
ecosystems to encourage high quality research, innovation and entrepreneurship. More than
quantity, the focus will be on quality of innovations and ARIIA will try to measure the real impact
created by these innovations nationally and internationally. Moreover, ARIIA will set tone and
direction for institutions for future development for making them globally competitive and in
forefront of innovation.

References:
ARIIA website (https://www.ariia.gov.in/)
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE
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Launching of MHRD’s
Institution Innovation Councils (IICs)
In a huge function organized by the Ministry of HRDs Innovation Cell (MIC) and AICTE on
November 21, 2018, Hon’ble Minister of HRD, Shri Prakash Javadekar launched the country-wide
network of the Institution Innovation Council (IICs) at AICTE Auditorium, New Delhi.

Dr. Oum Prakash Sharma, President of IGNOU’s IIC along with Dr. Moumita Das, Convener of
IGNOU’s IIC also participated in the function along with other thousands of representatives of the
IICs from across the country. At the outset, Mr. N. Saravana Kumar, Joint Secretary (TE), MHRD
welcomed the delegates and guests and gave a brief introduction about the concept and importance
of IICs in India.
Thereafter, Dr. Abhay Jere, Chief Innovation Officer at MIC said that the primary goal of setting up
the IICs is to increase the Global Innovation Index of India and bring within the top 30 countries of
the world during the next 2-3 years. He said that for this purpose the culture of innovation and
entrepreneurship should be promoted both at school and higher education level. He highlighted the
need of creating local innovation ecosystem in the country and emphasized for developing
technology transfer system. He informed that so far about 1000 IICs have been setup. He suggested
that for overall development of the country the innovation has to be the fulcrum of education system.
He said that there a great need for creating awareness about ideation and innovation at all levels. He
also showed the basic framework of working of IICs and various activities to be organized by them.
Thereafter, the Hon’ble Minister of HRD, Shri Prakash Javadekar launched the IIC Web Portal and
several other initiatives taken up by the AICTE including Problem Statements for 2019 Hackathon,
Quality Indicators of Higher Education, Exam Reform Policy, Student Internship Policy and
Technical Teachers Training Policy. On this occasion, he emphasized on the need of promoting
culture of innovation and creating an ecosystem for innovation in the country. He said that this step
of setting up of IICS will help in institutionalizing the innovation culture. He mentioned about the
Government initiatives towards promoting innovations such as Atal Tinkering Labs in Schools and
Hackathons at higher education level. He emphasized that innovation and research should go
together with the academics. He said that it is a good beginning for co-operating with research labs
where academics will be intangibly interacting. He said that starting of Institution Innovation
Council is one of the best initiatives of the Government.
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Further, he said that the initiative for Exam Reform is a very important step. Along with academic
achievements, attitude and aptitude of students should also be evaluated. Further, he emphasized
the need for entrepreneurship development and said that in this context the initiatives for internship
for students will be an important step. He wished for the success of the IICs and hoped that in the
coming 2-3 years India will gain top ranking in Global Innovation Index.
Thereafter, the programme was addressed by Prof. Bhushan Patwardhan, Vice Chairman, UGC,
Prof. Anil Sahasrabudhe, Chairman, AICTE and Shri R. Subrahmanyam, Secretary (HE), MHRD.
Prof. Anil Sahasrabudhe said that there must be dedicated space in the Universities for students in
the IICs for experimenting their ideas and the brilliant ideas from students should be encouraged
and rewarded.
Mr. R. Subrahmanyam, Secretary (HE), MHRD said that the future revolution will be based on
innovations. He said that the India has great potential, we need to tap it. He also emphasized the
need of creating an ecosystem for innovation in the country. As the innovation is a gradual process,
it needs to be adopted at every step.
In the second session, the best practices on innovation were presented by four Institutes including,
Forge Incubator, IIT Delhi, Beltech Institute, Chennai and College of Engineering, Pune. In this
session Dr. Ramanan Ramanathan, Mission Director, Atal Innovation Mission and Prof. M. P.
Poonia, Vice Chairman, AICTE also shared their views on the need and importance of innovation.
They suggested ways and means to promote innovation in the country. The major takeaway from
the programme are as follows :



Special efforts should be made to involve the students and faculty for identification of challenges
and problems both at the level of institution and society.



Encouraging the stakeholders for finding innovative solutions of the identified problems.



Creating an ecosystem for innovation in the University by organizing various kinds of
programmes for students and faculty.



Efforts should be made to collaborate with the industry for entrepreneurship development
among the students.



Special programme should be started for promoting innovation and entrepreneurship.



Besides technology based innovations, social innovations should also be promoted to find
innovative solutions for social and environmental problems.



Harvest innovative students and nurture them through entrepreneurship and incubation
programmes.



Institutional mechanisms, such as IPR Policy, Technology Business Incubator, Transfer of
Technology Office and Funding which are the important elements for incubating innovations,
should be put in plan.

Dr. Oum Prakash Sharma
Director, NCIDE
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IGNOU Awards Innovator Students
On the occasion of its Foundation Day on 19th November, 2018, the Indira Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU) awarded its student innovators. The University celebrated its 33 rd Foundation
day in which Prof. Ram G. Takwale, former Vice Chancellor of IGNOU was the Chief Guest.
Mrs. Promila Reddy, wife of Prof. Ram Reddy, the first Vice Chancellor of IGNOU, also graced the
occasion. The Student Innovation Awards for 2018 were given away by Prof. Nageshwar Rao,
Vice Chancellor of IGNOU and Prof. Ram G. Takwale.

Mr. Mukesh Chand Meena, a student of Post BSc. Nursing Programme was awarded the first prize
for developing a bouquet of seven innovative apps on medical awareness. These apps are available
on a variety of topics ranging from maternal and child health care to immunization to reproductive
health to depression. His apps are currently being used by 80 thousand users. He was awarded a
trophy, a certificate and a cheque of Rs. 10,000. On this occasion he offered “special thanks to IGNOU
Study Center Jaipur Academic Counsellor Dr. Samta Soni for her guidance”. He encouraged the
IGNOU students to “keep innovating to lead India towards a brighter future.”
The second prize was presented to Mr. Jaivardhan Singh Rathore, a PhD student of Foreign
Language. He has developed an innovative French Song Book “Chantons en Francais” Learning
French through Songs. His innovation is based on the Musical Intelligence Theory and teaches French
to beginners to master the language competencies. He was awarded a trophy, a certificate and a
cheque of Rs. 7,000. Expressing thanks to Dr. Deepanwita Srivastava, his PhD guide, he said that she
had helped him in shaping his ideas and thought process during the creation of this special book. He
urged the IGNOU students to “innovate on simple things that are concerned with the larger public,
and help others to grow in the process of innovation.”
The third prize was awarded to Mr. Ajay Kumar Sharma, a student of B.Sc. for his innovative Farmer
-friendly Biogas Bottling Machine. This portable machine is very useful in rural areas. It is extremely
cost effective and related to the national priorities such as energy conservation and protection of the
environment. He was awarded a trophy, a certificate and a cheque of Rs. 3,000. He said “IGNOU has
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provided me with a platform for my innovation and has always supported me.” He further said
“I think every student can innovate; only they have to believe in themselves and in IGNOU.”
A consolation prize was awarded to Mr. Deepak Sharma, a student of MCA Programme of IGNOU.
Deepak has developed an innovative android app for facilitating the university information for
IGNOU students. His app, named IGNOU Space App, is a one-stop platform for learner support
services and provides vital information on Courses, Question Papers, Examination and various
updates. It contains innovative features, such as a voice assistant, and is currently used by 33
thousand students. He said” IGNOU had always challenged our minds by giving us new tasks that
are beyond normal thinking, and this exercise had always forced us to create new and innovative
ideas. I am thankful to IGNOU that it gave me a platform to explore my ideas and creativity.” He
added “The budding innovator students of IGNOU should be creative thinkers and keep trying out
their ideas”.

IGNOU has instituted the "Student Innovation Award 2018" to be given every year to first three
innovator students across the country. The National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education
(NCIDE) at IGNOU is the nodal centre for promoting the culture of innovation in the university.
NCIDE is making all efforts to identify, recognize and nurture the innovators in the open and
distance learning (ODL) system. Considering the students to be the most important stakeholders of
the ODL system, the university has formulated this scheme for identifying and recognizing the
innovator students of IGNOU. This year entries were invited by the NCIDE from IGNOU students
for the Student Innovation Award – 2018. After the evaluation by a Committee of experts, the four
best entries were selected for the Award.
IGNOU has been recognizing the major contributors in the area of research and innovation among
its faculty and staff for more than a decade. The call of President of India, in the capacity of Visitor
of the University, in February 2015 given in the meeting of Vice Chancellors of Central Universities,
gave further impetus to these activities. A step in this direction, the constitution and various
activities of Innovation Clubs at the Headquarters and Regional Centre level, has been an important
milestone in order to actively involve the innovator students for the incubation of their innovations.
Dr. Oum Prakash Sharma, Director, NCIDE
Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE
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InnovationClub@IGNOU
The National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education (NCIDE) in IGNOU is aimed at promoting
the culture of innovation in the university and has been recognizing the major contributors in the
area of research and innovation among its faculty and staff for more than a decade.
In order to identify, recognize and nurture the innovators from amongst its stakeholders, NCIDE is
making all efforts to reach all the stakeholders of the system. Considering the students to be the most
important stakeholder of the system, the university has formulated a scheme for identifying and
recognizing the innovator students of IGNOU and instituted a "Student Innovation Award 2018" to
be given every year to first three innovator students across the country.

In this context, InnovationClub@IGNOU organised a meeting at IGNOU on 20th November, 2018,
where the winners of this year’s Student Innovation Awards were invited to give a presentation of
their innovative initiatives.
The first prize awardee, Mr. Mukesh Chand Meena gave a presentation on Mobile Android Apps on
Medical Awareness. He spoke about the seven innovative Mobile Apps he has developed for medical
awareness in the areas of depression, maternity, immunization, etc. These apps are about spreading
awareness on maternal and child health and how to reduce maternal mortality. These apps are being
used by 80 thousand users.
The second prize awardee Mr. Jaivardhan Singh Rathore gave a presentation on French Song Book
“Chantons en Francais” Learning French through Songs. His gave a demonstration of his innovative
compilation which is based on the Musical Intelligence Theory and teaches French to beginners to
master the language competencies.
Mr. Ajay Kumar Sharma, the third prize winner, gave a presentation on Farmer Friendly Biogas
Bottling Machine. He explained about the machine and highlighted its innovative features. The
machine is portable and is very useful in rural areas. It is also extremely cost effective, and is related
to the national priorities such as energy conservation and protection of the environment.
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Mr. Deepak Sharma, the consolation prize winner, gave a presentation on IGNOU Space App- An
Innovative Android App for IGNOU Students. He explained the various features of the app to the
club members. The work of the IGNOU student was appreciated by the club members and it was felt
that initiatives are required to identify and recognize the innovative efforts of the IGNOU students.

NCIDE
Block G, Zakir Hussain Bhawan,
New Academic Complex,
Indira Gandhi National Open University,
Maidan Garhi, New Delhi-110068
Phone: 011-29536413
Fax: 011-29536398
E-mail: ncide@ignou.ac.in

The National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education
(NCIDE) was established in December 2005. It is a facility
for promoting, supporting, re-engineering and
disseminating innovations in Open and Distance Learning
(ODL) system. The NCIDE is a ground for nurturing
bright and inquisitive minds whose ideas and
explorations are expected to revolutionize the ODL
system to suit the needs of Gennext. The Centre's goal is
to develop a culture of continued search for new and
innovative solutions to offer seamless education for all,
achieve cost efficiency in its operations and provide
borderless access to quality education and training.
We look forward to receiving your suggestions for this
e-newsletter. We also welcome your contributions for the
future issues. Please send us your emails at:
sujata.santosh@ignou.ac.in or ncide@ignou.ac.in
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