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NCIDE, IGNOU has started an eleven-day online training programme titled “Student
Empowerment for Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” for IGNOU students as
IGNOU’s Initiative towards आत्मनिर्भर र्ारत in the field of innovation and
entrepreneurship. Amid the COVID-19 crisis, the Prime Minister of India called for
Atmanirbhar Bharat or Self-Reliant India Movement. This scenario calls for
entrepreneurship, especially among the youth of the country and IGNOU took this
initiative to empower its students for Atmanirbhar Bharat through this training
programme from 27 July to 21 August 2020.
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The Inauguration of the SEED training Programme was held on 29th July 2020. The
occasion was graced by the presence of the Honourable Vice Chancellor,
Prof Nageshwar Rao. Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof. R. P. Das, and Pro-Vice Chancellor
Prof. K. B. Das were also present. The Directors and Heads of Schools, Divisions,
Centres and Units and the Regional Directors of IGNOU were also present. The
programme was also graced by the presence of the members of the Institution’s
Innovation Council (IIC) of IGNOU. Eminent experts from academia and industry,
including Prof. S. P. Mishra, former Vice Chancellor, DSVV, Haridwar;
Mr. Satvinder Singh, Managing Director, Nitcon, Mr Harshal Sanghvi, Founder
Essentech, and Dr. Raunak Kadia were also present. The inaugural session was also
attended by the participating students of the SEED programme.
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Welcoming all to the inaugural session Dr. O. P. Sharma provided an overview of the SEED
Training Programme. He said that the SEED has been conceptualized and developed by the NCIDE
as a student empowerment programme aimed at encouraging and motivating the IGNOU students
towards innovation, entrepreneurship, startups and Skill Development. He pointed out that, this is
basically an initiative of the university towards Atm anirbhar Bharat. Further, he informed that the
basic objectives of the programme include explaining the concept of entrepreneurship and its importance in
making of Atmanirbhar Bharat and highlighting the importance of innovation and creativity in this
context. It also aims at helping the students in converting their Idea into a Business Plan and how to
develop a Bankable Business Proposal and much more. Further, he said that the different sessions
will be conducted by the IGNOU faculty as well as some external experts of eminence in the field.

Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE and one of the Coordinators of the SEED programme
gave a demonstration of the web portal designed specifically for the student participants. She
mentioned that the basic objective of the portal is to nurture the budding innovator students of
IGNOU in their journey for being an Entrepreneur and thus contributing to Atmanirbhar Bharat.
The portal enables the learners to access the session recordings, educational resources, activities and
e-assignments related to the sessions. The participants are also provided the facility to discuss in
asynchronous mode through the discussion board. It is an evolving and dynamic portal with a
student-centric design.
ENNOVATE
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Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE and one of the
coordinators of the SEED programme requested five student
participants from across India to present their ideas to the
Honourable Vice Chancellor and other dignitaries in the
inaugural session. These students were Ms. Neena Sharma
from Rajasthan, Mr. Subham Seal from Gujarat, Ms. Kamlesh
from Delhi, Mr. Aakarshan Agrawal from Bihar and
Mr. Pankaj from Maharashtra.
Honourable Vice Chancellor, Prof Nageshwar Rao inaugurated
the training programme and speaking on this occasion he said
that NCIDE is offering to its students a well designed, well
planned and high quality online training programme aimed
towards IGNOU’s initiative for Atm anirbhar Bharat. He
appreciated that the training programme has a web portal for
linkage for the learners with features of feedback, assignments,
e-content, and videos. He urged the students to read two
important books: The Fourth Eye by Pradip N. Khandwalla and
Jeet Aapki by Shiv Khera, so that they could strengthen the mind and
regenerate new ideas, which is important for entrepreneurs. He said that the
training programme may be repeated so that many more learners could sharpen
their entrepreneurship skills and provide the much impetus for Atm anirbhar
Bharat .
Prof. R. P. Das, Pro-Vice Chancellor, said that indeed it is a unique achievement
for an open university to identify, develop and create entrepreneurs. The
Covid-19 scenario has created a necessity in the society and people need to
innovate to not only be job seekers but job providers. He congratulated NCIDE
for creating a climate of innovation at IGNOU towards Atm anirbhar Bharat.
Prof. K. B. Das, Pro-Vice Chancellor, said that the spirit of
Atmanirbhar Bharat means that we will not be dependent on anyone
and be Sw abalam bi. For this Sw abhiman has to be inculcated
which leads to Sw abalam bi and Sw abalambi leads to Sw araj.
To achieve this, innovation and entrepreneurship is needed in a
wide spectrum of areas such as agriculture, pharmaceuticals,
communications, small and medium industries, transportation,
infrastructure, safety and security, defense etc. He also
mentioned that Atm anirbhar Bharat is about fostering
entrepreneurship, propelled by creative thinking which will not only give economic support to the
country but also cater to the international market. The SEED Training Programme is aimed at making
the student think out of the box. He hoped that the participants will receive the desired mentorship in
this programme to develop their businesses.
Prof. S. P. Mishra, former Vice Chancellor Dev Sanskriti Vishwavidyalya and former Director
NIESBUD said that the situation has changed and students are willing coming up with their ideas
and seeking incubation centres for testing their prototypes and to find markets for their products.
Students now are involved in the incubation system and they are able to set up their own enterprises.
Prof Mishra lauded IGNOU and congratulated the Vice Chancellor for his guidance to NCIDE for
nurturing and promoting innovations in distance education.
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Mr. Satvinder Singh, Managing
Director of NITCON Ltd. appreciated
the initiative of IGNOU in this field
and said that this training platform
will be used to share information about
the various schemes of the government
with the participants. He emphasized
on the importance of a good business
plan and this will be discussed in the
forthcoming sessions. He offered to
provide all kinds of support for such
programmes in future also.
Mr. Harshal Sanghvi, Essencetech, Ahmedabad and Dr. Raunak Kadia also appreciated the initiative
of the NCIDE and congratulated IGNOU for this initiative and hoped it will be a two-way learning
for all.
The SEED programme has been conceptualized, designed, developed and coordinated jointly by all
the faculty members of NCIDE including Dr. O. P. Sharma, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Dr. Moumita Das
and Dr. Sujata Santosh. The vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director,
NCIDE one of the Coordinators of the SEED Training Programme.

Conclusion
The online training programme was of transitional in nature and at the end of the workshop the
participants felt empowered regarding providing technological support to their learners using
innovative ways.
Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE
Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE & Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE
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Innovation Club@IGNOU

Brainstorming on Innovative Initiatives Towards
Enhancing Enrolment in Current Covid-19 Scenario
A virtual meeting of the Innovation Club@IGNOU was organized on 14th July, 2020, 11.00 am. The
meeting had a brainstorming session on “Innovative Initiatives required for Enhancing Enrolment in
Current Covid-19 Scenario” followed by a discussion. The main objective was to have a brainstorming
session to discuss about the various issues related to the enrollment in the present scenario and to
share the various innovative initiatives being taken up for enhancing the enrolment in different
programmes of the university. About 50 members, including the faculty members and academics
from IGNOU Headquarters and various Regional Centres, were present in the virtual brainstorming
session.

Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director and Coordinator of the Innovation Club@IGNOU welcomed
the members and introduced about the topic of the discussion. Thereafter, Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director,
NCIDE gave a brief introduction about the objectives and activities of the Innovation club and
highlighted the importance of the topic of discussion and need of innovative initiatives for enhancing
the enrolment in different programmes in the present pandemic situation.
This meeting of the Innovation Club was also graced by the Pro-Vice Chancellor, Prof. K. B. Dass.
While addressing the members he said that in the present situation there are mainly two challenges first challenge is certainly related to the admission and the
second challenge is conducting the examinations. He
appreciated the initiative of NCIDE to have brainstorming
on such an important topic in the current situation. In
connection with the enhancement of enrolment, he opined
that the alumni of different programmes may play very
important role. Further, he suggested to fully utilize the
social media for publicity and proper marketing of the
programmes to reach out to the unreached. In this
connection he said that it is important to work on the strategy more, instead of the policy. He also
wanted that the innovation clubs should be vibrant at the Regional Centres by involving the students.
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Dr. Himanshu Kumar Bose, Registrar, SRD also attended the meeting. He listened to the views and
suggestions of the participants regarding enhancing the enrolment in different programmes and also
shared the special initiates taken up by the university in the present scenario. He also highlighted to
reach out the unreached areas.

The members shared their ideas and suggestions about the issue of enrollment and the steps that can
be taken by the university and the faculty members and the other functionaries to reach out to the
target groups of prospective learners through various media including the social media. The meeting
was highly appreciated by all the members. The event was coordinated by Dr. Sujata Santosh,
Assistant Director, NCIDE. The meeting ended with thanks to all.
Dr. Sujata Santosh,
Assistant Director, NCIDE

“What good is an idea if it remains an idea? Try.
Experiment. Fail. Try again. Change the world.”
- Simon Sinek (born 1973),
Author, motivational-consultant
ENNOVATE
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Session 1 of SEED Programme

Innovation and Entrepreneurship for Atmanirbhar Bharat
The first session of the SEED training Programme titled “Innovation and Entrepreneurship for
Atmanirbhar Bharat” was held on 29th July 2020 from 3.00 PM to 4.30 PM. The expert speaker of the
session was Prof. S. P. Mishra, former Vice Chancellor of DVVP University and Sridhar University
and former Director, NIESBUD. The basic objectives of the session were to:


provide an overview of the entrepreneurship scenario in India,



explain the concepts of innovation and entrepreneurship,



enumerate the schemes of the Govt of India to promote entrepreneurship, and



provide guidance to the aspiring innovators regarding funding mechanism

The Session Coordinator, Dr. Moumita Das welcomed Prof. Mishra and invited him to deliver his
talk. Dr. Mishra began his talk by
illustrating
the
unemployment
scenario in India. Citing the example
of engineers, he said that 50 per cent
of the seats in engineering colleges
remain vacant and many engineers
are unemployed. Similarly, on 10 per
cent of MBAs are employable. This
scenario calls for entrepreneurship in
the country. Students now are coming
out with innovative ideas and prototypes. Innovative enterprises are being set up. He highlighted
the importance of small and medium enterprises. There is a definite linkage between
entrepreneurship and economic prosperity. Therefore, efforts may be made to enhance
entrepreneurship competencies and special arrangements may be made to promote
entrepreneurship. Skills in business proposal preparation should be promoted. Many myths of who
could be entrepreneurs are now broken. He explained the advantage of being self-employed as an
entrepreneur.
On the concepts of entrepreneurship, Dr. Mishra said that entrepreneurship is the pursuit of
excellence. It is the characteristics, practice and skills of a person striving for growth and excellence
by creating innovation and organizing venture for enabling people to use innovation to meet their
need and solve people’s problem. He also explained the concept of innovation. He said innovation is
the process of doing things in a new way.
It is a process by which new things are introduced in the market. He gave several examples to
illustrate his point. Thereafter he deliberated on the task ahead. He said that potential entrepreneurs
in the form of students with good business ideas are coming out who need physical moral and
whole hearted support who need a business incubator. He explained the concept of technology
business incubators and their role in fostering entrepreneurship. He enumerated different schemes
of the Govt of India and informed about the funding opportunities briefly. Some of these schemes
are the NIDHI-EIR, NIDHI-PRAYAS, NIDHI SEED SUPPORT SYSTEM, Stand Up Scheme, Make in
India, Digital India, Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, etc., wherein funding is available from 10 lakhs
to several crores. Many govt departments such as MSME, DST are working closely to support
entrepreneurship.
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The emerging trend of Atm anirbhar Bharat emphasizes that innovators need to solve the burning
problems, such as labour shortage, drought conditions, energy crisis, agriculture, cleaner technology
and Chinese factor.
This scheme calls for meeting the emerging needs for domestic consumption, innovating substitute
enterprises, grabbing market opportunities etc., thereby ultimately becoming owners and masters of
our own.

His session was followed by a lively interactive discussion where the students asked questions on
business incubators, funding etc. He informed the students about TBI-KIIT, which is a network of
the technology business incubators across the country. The entrepreneur students in the country
could identify the nearest TBI from TBI KIIT website. He also pointed out that the National Science
& Technology Entrepreneurship Development Board (NSTEDB) helps promote knowledge driven
and technology intensive enterprises, and students should contact it to get further help. Several
colleges have centres of excellence that give short duration trainings for entrepreneurships by
industry people, who also offer placements.
On how to make process innovation and supply chain lucrative, he gave an example of how it can
be used in tourism. Regarding a lack of trained people, he said that the process of empowering
people is important. On funding for training institutes, he said that the DST and MSME funds
several entrepreneurship training programmes and prototype development. In case an institute is
well quipped and wants to train people, a proposal may be submitted for the grants. He further said
that the venture capitalists could find institutions, such as those on career counseling, on the basis of
good reflection of the business and equity. He ended the sessions by conveying his best wishes to
the aspiring entrepreneurs. Dr. O. P. Sharma thanked Prof. S. P. Mishra for such a useful and
interactive session. The SEED programme is being coordinated by the NCIDE faculty,
Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE, Dr. Moumita Das,
Assistant Director, NCIDE and Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE. The session was
coordinated by Dr. Moumita Das. Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit was the web-coordinator of the session.
Dr. Moumita Das
Assistant Director, NCIDE
ENNOVATE

8

PAGE

9

ENNOVATE

Session 2 of SEED Programme

Being a Creative and Innovative Entrepreneur
NCIDE, IGNOU is organizing an eleven-day online training programme on “Student Empowerment
for Entrepreneurial Development (SEED)” as IGNOU’s Initiative towards Atm anirbhar Bharat,” As
part of the programme, the second virtual session on “Being a Creative and Innovative Entrepreneur”
was organized on 31st July, 2020 from 3:00pm to 5:30pm. The session was taken by the NCIDE
faculty, Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE,
Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE and Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE.
More than 55 students participated in the programme. Dr. Sujata, who
was also the Coordinator of the Session, welcomed the students and
the speakers and introduced the topic of the online class. Dr. Sharma
gave an overview of the topic and informed about the objectives of the
session, which included difference between business and
entrepreneurship; difference between creativity, invention, and
innovation; appreciating the innovations around us, the importance of
creativity and innovation in entrepreneurship, understanding the
importance of inculcating an innovative mind set and the importance of design thinking in being a
successful entrepreneur.

Dr. Sujata mentioned the traits of an entrepreneur that characterize them. She also elaborated why
being creative is important for entrepreneurship. She also highlighted how creativity, innovation
and entrepreneurship are interconnected. She said that entrepreneurs bring about change through
creativity and innovation and highlighted the process. Dr. Moumita then discussed the various
ways to enhance creativity and the mental blocks to creativity. She described the traits of a creative
personality and went on to enumerate the issues that block one’s creativity, such as mental,
emotions, financial and time-related blocks. She highlighted that these blocks need to be identified
and removed to enhance creativity. She further said that creativity could be enhanced by nurturing
one’s imagination through activities, such as reading, travel, etc. Changing one’s mindset to think
positively and thus reengineering one’s environment are the keys to enhancing creativity.
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Dr. Sharma then spoke about the basic concept of innovation and why it is needed. He further
highlighted the various innovations, especially in the COVID 19 pandemic. He also discussed with
the students how to be an innovator. Dr. Jyotsna spoke on IKIGAI in a nutshell. She deliberated
upon IKIGAI- for entrepreneurs and how to identify your IKIGAI using a brain writing exercise. She
also mentioned about creative engineering and how design thinking emerged.
The session was highly interactive. Students enjoyed a lot in learning about various concepts related
to creativity, innovation, learning about themselves through the IKIGAI matrix and being creative
and innovative entrepreneurs. At the end of the session, participants were given an assignment
based on the proceedings of the session. Also the video recordings of the session were made
available to them through the SEED training portal for the convenience of the participants. The
SEED programme is being coordinated by the NCIDE faculty, Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE,
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE, Dr. Moumita Das, Assistant Director, NCIDE and
Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE. The session was coordinated by Dr. Sujata Santosh.
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit was the web-coordinator of the session.
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE

Inviting Articles on
Your Innovative Initiatives Amid COVID-19
pandemic
On one side COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the existing teaching-learning and support system, at the same time it has given opportunity to find new and innovative ways to reach out to
our students and provide them all types of support by technological interventions during this period. We would like to request you to kindly share such innovative initiatives with others through
various platforms including this newsletter. You may kindly send small write ups or articles on
the innovative initiatives taken up by you or your colleagues for publication in the newsletter. We
are sure, your innovation and new initiative will inspire others also.
You can send your write
sujata.santosh@ignou.ac.in .

ENNOVATE

ups/articles

through

email

to

ncide@ignou.ac.in

or

PAGE

11

ENNOVATE

Innovative Practices at IGNOU

Conducting Web Based Video Counselling for Various
Distance Mode Programmes of IGNOU
NCIDE through the Web Enabled Academic Support (WEAS) initiative is actively involved in
supporting the IGNOU faculty in providing online classes from their home through Web Based
Video Counselling. IGNOU faculty members have been taking online sessions from their home for a
number of programmes including Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability Science (PGDSS), Post
Graduate Certificate in Agriculture Policy (PGCAP), Certificate in Anti Human Trafficking (CAHT),
Diploma in Nursing Administration (DNA), Certificate programme in Visual Art-Painting (CVAP),
Certificate Programme in YOGA (CPY), etc.
Video Counselling for Certificate Programme in YOGA (CPY)
One Online class was conducted for the CPY programme in the month of July. The online classes for
theory were conducted in May, 2020 and practical sessions were conducted in June, 2020. One
practical session of the Second Online Contact Session (having 4 Sessions) was conducted in July,
2020. The practical sessions were taken by external expert with the presence of programme
coordinator, Dr. Biplab Jamatia, SOHS. Total 82 students participated in the online session. The
participants performed various yoga asanas and kriyas under the expert guidance from the session
coordinators and experts. Each learner joining the practical session was given individual attention
and support. Learners queries and doubts were also addressed in the session. The WEAS team,
NCIDE coordinated the creative and technical component of the session. The session was highly
appreciated by the learners.

Video Counselling for Diploma in Nursing Administration (DNA)
Online classes were conducted for the BNS 014 courses of Diploma in Nursing Administration
(DNA) programme. Around 7 online sessions were conducted through web-based video counselling
mode from 1st July-10th July, 2020. In each of the online session around 50-55 students participated.
The students of the DNA programme being nurses in various hospitals in the country, the classes
were held on time suitable for them (such as lunch hours or late hours in the evening). For, the
learners who could not attend the recorded sessions are made available on the WEAS site. The
sessions were taken the programme coordinator, Ms. Laxmi, Assistant Professor, SOHS. A session
on Financial Management & Budgeting Structure & Cost Benefit Analysis was taken by Dr. Reeta
Devi, Assistant Professor, SOHS. The WEAS Team at NCIDE technically coordinated the sessions.
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Video Counselling for Certificate programme in Visual Art-Painting (CVAP)
Online classes were conducted for the students of the Certificate programme in Visual Art-Painting
(CVAP) in the month of July. Total 4 online sessions were conducted through web-based video
counselling mode every Sunday, from 5th June-26th June, 2020. In each of the online session around
40 students were present. In keeping with the practical nature of the course, sessions covered various
topics such as Landscape Painting with Water Colour, Portrait Painting with Water Colour, and
Creative Painting with Acrylic Colour. The sessions were taken by the programme coordinator
Dr. Lakshaman Prasad, Assistant Professor, SOPVA with creative and technical support from the
WEAS team, NCIDE. The distance learners could clarify their doubts and queries after the demonstration and appreciated the sessions.

Video Counselling for Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability Sciences
Online classes were conducted for the students of the Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability
Sciences (PGDSS) in the month of July. A total of 9 online sessions were conducted through
web- based video counselling in the month of July, 2020. In each of the online sessions around 15-20
students were present. NCIDE facilitates the experts of the online classes in designing their
presentation in creative and innovative ways to endure the interest of the learners.
ENNOVATE
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The sessions in the month of July were taken by Dr. Bibhu Prasad Nayak, A ssociate Professor and
Chairperson, School of Livelihoods and Development, Tata Institute of Social Science, Hyderabad,
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sahu , Head of the School of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Management and
Assistant Professor (Economics) Indian Institute of Technology Bhubaneswar (IITBBS), SamantaPuri,
Bhubaneswar, Dr. Deeksha Dave, Assistant Professor and Dr. Y S C Khuman, Assistant Professor
from School of Interdisciplinary and Transdisciplinary Studies, IGNOU.

The WEAS Team at NCIDE technically coordinated the sessions. Initially the topic with multimedia
components is presented to the learners followed by discussions. Topics are explained with the help
of case studies and real life, examples are taken for better understanding of the topic. Some of the
learners during the sessions also mentioned that they apply the topics covered in the online classes at
their place of work. Overall, the sessions are appreciated by the students. The web counselling
sessions are also uploaded on the WEAS Portal for ready reference of the students.
A new initiative was also experimented. This is regarding disseminating information to the students
of the PGDSS programme prior to the web counselling session by posting video-based session
information. It generated interest among the students and others who accessed it. A few examples
are given below.

https://twitter.com/InnovationsIGN1/status/1283771315577479168
https://twitter.com/InnovationsIGN1/status/1285140025772961794
Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE &
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE
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Aatmanirbhar Bharat Initiative

AppNnovate IGNOU - Innovative App Development Challenge
As a step towards Aatm aNirbhar Bharat, IGNOU announced a University Level Innovation
Challenge – AppNnovate IGNOU for IGNOU students and Alumni. The aim was to promote
App development among IGNOU students and motivate students in this direction. The competition
was first of its kind initiative taken up by the University. The competition was closely linked with
the Digital India AatmaNirbhar Bharat Innovation Challenge launched by MeitY, in partnership
with Atal Innovation Mission – Niti Aayog, to identify the best Indian Apps that are already being
used by citizens and have the potential to scale and become world class Apps in their respective
categories.

This Innovation Challenge with various cash awards and incentives of featuring Apps on Leader
Boards sought to create an ecosystem where Indian entrepreneurs and Start-ups are incentivised to
ideate, incubate, build, nurture and sustain Tech solutions that can serve not only citizens within
India but also the world. The app innovation challenge was launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on July 4, and saw participation from 6,940 tech entrepreneurs and startups across the
country.
The Aatm aNirbhar Bharat App Innovation Challenge invited app entries in the following eight
broad categories – i) Office Productivity & Work from Home, ii) Social Networking, iii) E-Learning,
iii) Entertainment, iv) Health & Wellness, v) Business including Agritech and Fintech, vi) News, and
vii) Games.
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In order to encourage IGNOU students in this important contest, a University Level Innovation
Challenge – AppNnovate IGNOU was organized for IGNOU students and Alumni. Any student
of IGNOU- existing as well as pass outs i.e. Alumni could participate in the Challenge. The entries
were to be submitted by 15th July, 2020. The main aim was to encourage App development initiatives
among the IGNOU students and to highlight and reward best efforts.
In all 51 entries were received from IGNOU students and alumni from various programmes of
IGNOU. The entries were evaluated through a two-stage selection process – initial screening by the
university level by a team of experts including experts from the industry and then final evaluation
and review by expert committee. The Apps were assessed on the parameters of robustness,
scalability, security and ease of use. A total of 11 entries were shortlisted in the first phase and the
shortlisted Apps/ proposals were submitted to the ministry’s portal more participation in the
national level contest. The shortlisted entries were then reviewed by the experts in the second and
final round of evaluation for selection of the three best entries at the university level. The best three
Innovative Apps of the university level challenge will be awarded with the Certificates of Merits and
case prizes by the university. All the participants will be given Certificates of Participation by the
university.
Dr. Sujata Santosh,
Assistant Director, NCIDE

IGNOU-IIC Activities

IGNOU Participates in the India First Leadership Talk Series
The IGNOU Institution’s Innovation Council (IIC), requested the students, through the Regional
Centres across India, and the IIC members to participate in the India First Leadership Talk Series by
the MHRD Innovation Cell (MIC) during July 2020.
Organised mainly for the students, in this leadership Series, renowned leaders, in their respective
areas from India, shared their views. The prominent speakers included industrialists, entrepreneurs,
and policy makers, such as Anand Mahindra, Chairman, Mahindra Group, Shashi Shekhar, CEO,
Prasar Bharati and Shradha Sharma, Founder, Yourstory.com.

These leadership talks were watched by the IGNOU students across India, teachers and the academic
faculty of IGNOU headquarters and Regional Centres from all over the country, and the Institution’s
Innovation Council Members, through the YouTube link https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC5xoscrv2k52g-beJfwRL3w.
Dr. Moumita Das
Assistant Director, NCIDE & Convener, IIC
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IGNOU Institution’s Innovation Council

Innovative Activities of IGNOU Showcased on MHRD’s
Innovation Cell (MIC) Portal
The Ministry of Human Resource and Development (MHRD) has established the MHRD’s
Innovation Cell (MIC) to systematically foster the culture of innovation within all Higher Education
Institutes. The primary mandate of MIC is to encourage, inspire and nurture young students by
supporting them to work on new ideas. The MIC has envisioned the creation of the Institution’s
Innovation Council (IIC) across select Higher Education Institutes. Currently, more than 950 IICs
have been established in HEIs, such as IITs, IIMs, Central Universities, State Universities, RECs, and
other Institutions across India.
The IIC at IGNOU was established on October 15, 2018 at NCIDE with the objective to build and
streamline innovation and start-up ecosystem at the institutional level. The activities of IIC include
the following:


Conduct various innovation and entrepreneurship-related activities prescribed by MIC in time
bounded fashion.



Identify and reward innovations and share success stories.



Organize periodic Workshops/Seminars/Interactions with
Professionals and create a mentor pool for Student Innovators.



Organize Hackathons, Idea Competition, Mini-Challenges, etc. with the involvement of
industries.

Entrepreneurs,

Investors,

The IIC conducts various MIC mandated activities and self-driven activities related to innovation,
and submits the reports to the MIC. Any innovation related activity carried out at the IGNOU
Regional Centres is also reported. Till date the IIC has undertaken several innovation-related
activities involving students and faculty members at the IGNOU headquarters and Regional
Centres. These activities include workshops, presentations, talks, slogan writing, etc. related to
innovation, Start-Ups and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR).
For the year 2019-2020, the IIC had reported 25 self-driven activities carried at IGNOU headquarters,
Regional Centre Delhi-2, Regional Centre Cochin and Regional Centre Port Blair. The MIC has
showcased some of these activities on its website at https://mic.gov.in/iic.php.
These showcased activities include,


the activities conducted by NCIDE,



Innovation Club activities at Regional Centres, such as
 Open Session on ‘Importance of Time Management for Effective Studies’ and
 ‘Domestic Environmentalism – Approaches and Strategies’ by RC Cochin.



It also includes promoting innovation among IGNOU students by activities such as
 “Saturday Video Classes at IGNOU” by Regional Centre Port Blair and
 “Soft Skill Development for Industry Grounding” by IGNOU Study Centre under

Regional Centre Delhi-2.
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Dr. Moumita Das
Assistant Director, NCIDE & Convener, IIC
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Innovative Practices at IGNOU
Web Enabled Academic Support (WEAS) - An innovative
Support System for Distance Learners
In order to provide additional technology based academic support to the learners of distance mode
programmes, NCIDE launched an innovative scheme of Web Enabled Academic Support (WEAS व्यास) for different programmes on 19th November 2019. The aim of Web Enabled Academic
support (WEAS/व्यास) is to provide an interactive one-stop programme portal that will help the
students in getting academic support to the programme they are enrolled in through various innovative strategies. From learners’ point of view WEAS offers access to the online portal with information, notification for important events/dates, digital format of course material, learning resources,
a discussion forum for peer-to-peer learning and quizzes at one place. It also includes the provision
of periodic interaction with Programme Coordinator/s and faculty involved in the programme. It is
highly useful for those learners who because of one or other reason are not getting counseling
sessions at their study centres. From IGNOU’s point of view it is learner-centric, low cost, simple
technology-based teaching-Learning support system for distance learners which enables the university to take education to the hitherto unreached (Reaching the Unreached) and works towards meeting the challenges of access, equity and quality. Starting with 3 Programmes viz. PGDSS, PGCAP
and PGDPSM, in November 2019, 35 more programmes are either offered or in the process of
offering from July-2020 sessions through WEAS.

Programmes offered through WEAS
The various disciplines in which the programmes are offered through WEAS are as described below.

Post Graduate Certificate in
Agriculture Policy (PGCAP)

Post-Graduate Diploma in Food Safety
and Quality Management (PGDFSQM)

Certificate in Anti Human
Trafficking (CAHT)
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Diploma in Value Added Products
from Fruits and Vegetables

Bachelor of Science (BSCG)Physics

Diploma in Dairy Technology
(DDT)

Advance Certificate in Information Security (ACISE)

PG Diploma in Sustainability
Science (PGDSS)

Certificate Programme in
Value Education (CPVE)

Certificate Programme in
Hindustani Music (CPAHM)

ENNOATE

Bachelor of Science (BSCG)

Bachelor of Science (BSCG)
- Chemistry

Bachelor of Science (BSCG)Maths

Certificate in First Aid
(CFAID)

Master Programme in Gender
and Development Studies

Appreciation Course on Population
and Sustainable Development

Certificate Programme in
Hindustani Music (CPAHM)

Certificate in Visual Art Painting (CVAP)

Bachelor of Science (BSCG)Geology

Diploma in Nursing
Administration (DNA)

Certificate in Poultry Farm
(CPF)

Diploma in Urdu Language
(DUL)

Certificate in Visual Arts Applied Art (CVAA)

Certificate Programme in
Yoga (CPY)
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Certificate in Poultry Farm (CPF): Poultry Farming has been one of the
most important subsidiary occupation of the farming community in India.
It is a remunerative business both in rural and urban areas due to the requirement of small space, low capital investment and quick return
throughout the year. It has a significant role in the eradication of malnutrition and poverty as well as eliminating un- and under-employment among the rural masses. However, due to lack of modern and updated method of poultry farming, the farmers are practicing their
own way which is unproductive and not commercially viable. The present programme aims to
impart knowledge and skill to make Poultry Farming a viable business. The target group includes:
Rural youth, Women, Farmers and Entrepreneurs.
Certificate in First Aid (CFAID): Increase in knowledge, information
technology and changes in the lifestyle calls for a need to acquire the
knowledge and skills which can help in dealing with common emergencies and situations requiring first aid. The programme aims at developing
knowledge and skills about first aid to enable the learners to provide first
aid in various emergency situations. The programme will benefit those who wish to learn first aid as
per their interest and also for those who want to pursue careers in which first aid training and
certification is necessary for recruitment like assistants and aides working in Nursing homes, mobile
Ambulances, industries, constructions sites, schools, sports or water sport coaches, Drivers, Conductors, Fire Marshals, Traffic Police, Army personnel’s, teachers in schools, flight cabin crew members
and air-hostesses etc and for those whose organizations have made it mandatory for their workers to
undergo first aid training.
Certificate in Water Harvesting Management (CWHM): Over the years
with consistent rise in population, urbanisation and industrialisation, increasing demand for agriculture produce, has led to over-exploitation of
limited surface as well as groundwater resource. This has also resulted in
sharp decline in groundwater table. The situation can be effectively reversed through rainwater harvesting which essentially means collection and storage of the rainwater
from rooftop or from surface catchments for future use. Despite various initiatives including legislative measures, very little rainfall is conserved and harvested. This certificate programme intends to
generate mass awareness and disseminate skills through trained human resources, about rainwater
harvesting techniques and management for the optimal use of harvested water by all concerned.
Certificate in Fashion Design (CFDE): The fashion industry across the
globe has been growing very fast since last couple of years. It has created
large number of employment and entrepreneur opportunities as a designer, boutique, outlets, design schools and also expected to create more job
opportunities in future. This programme is meant for providing employment opportunities in different segments of the fashion industry.
अपशिष्ट प्रबंधन में प्रमाणपत्र/ Certificate in Solid Waste Management:
अपशिष्ट प्रबंधि की समस्याओं को दरू करिे के शिए इंददरा गााँधी राष्रीय मुक्त
विश्िविद्यािय एक िैक्षिक पहि की गई है। यह कायभक्रम अपशिष्ट प्रबंधि, या
पयाभिरण प्रबंधि के व्यापक िेत्र में काम करिे िािे पेिि
े रों के शिए उपयोगी है। इस

कायभक्रम को करिे से जागरूकता का विस्तार होगा, उद्यमिीिता की कल्पिा को बढािा शमिेगा और अपशिष्ट
प्रबंधि उद्योगों में िार्कारी रोजगार को समझिे और खोजिे के शिए एक आधार शमिेगा।

Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE &
Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE
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Share your Innovative Ideas with Us
Do you have an idea to improve the existing system, to solve long pending issues, to find a way to
remove hurdles with regard to teaching-learning in both face-to-face as well as ODL system? Have
you invented or discovered any gadget, have you identified a person who should be brought into
the limelight for the betterment of the society? Have you done some innovation? Then this is the
place for you. Is it a new idea or innovation? Is it really a new gadget or new method? It will have to
be checked by a panel of experts. But it needs to be reported first. You can share your such ideas
with us. You can mail your ideas for publication at ncide@ignou.ac.in or sujata.santosh@ignou.ac.in

NCIDE
The National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education (NCIDE) was established in
December 2005. It is a facility for promoting, supporting, re-engineering and disseminating
innovations in Open and Distance Learning (ODL) system. The NCIDE is a ground for
nurturing bright and inquisitive minds whose ideas and explorations are expected to
revolutionize the ODL system to suit the needs of Gennext. The Centre's goal is to develop a
culture of continued search for new and innovative solutions to offer seamless education for
all, achieve cost efficiency in its operations and provide borderless access to quality
education and training.
We look forward to receiving your suggestions for this e-newsletter. We also welcome your
contributions for the future issues. Please send us your emails at:
sujata.santosh@ignou.ac.in or ncide@ignou.ac.in
For more information please contact:
National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education
Block G, Zakir Hussain Bhawan, New Academic Complex
Indira Gandhi National Open University

“Creativity, as has been said, consists largely of rearranging what we know
in order to find out what we do not know. Hence, to think creatively, we
must be able to look afresh at what we normally take for granted.”
– George Kneller
Author
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