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Innovation Awards - 2019
IGNOU Awards Innovator Students on its Foundation Day
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Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) on its Foundation Day
programme on November 19, 2019 awarded its innovator students with the Student
Innovation Award. The awards were given away by the Chief Guest of the
programme Dr. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, ICCR Chairman and Member of Parliament,
Rajya Sabha and Prof. Nageshwar Rao, Vice Chancellor, IGNOU. They appreciated
the innovative work done by IGNOU students.

Sensitization
10
Meeting for using
WEAS
Innovation Club
@RC Cochin

11

Nurturing
Innovation and
Start-up in India

13

“ There is only one
thing stronger than all
the armies of the world:
and that is an idea
whose time has come.”
- Victor Hugo
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The First Award was given to
Dr. Animesh Mohan, a student of
DNHE Programme of IGNOU. He
has developed an innovative
device named Janu Avagaha
Instrument for the Ayurvedic
treatment of osteoarthritis of knee
joints. He modified the traditional
device and designed a more
efficient, cost effective instrument
that is much easier to use. It has
successfully cleared clinical trials and currently in use. Dr. Animesh Mohan was
awarded a cash prize of Rs. 10,000/- along with a Trophy and a Certificate.
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The Second Award was given to Mr. Vivek Tripathi, a
student of PGDTP Programme of IGNOU. He has
developed a mobile app named Hindi-TED with innovative
content, which focuses on learning of Hindi through
Translation, Examples and Dictionary. The app also enables
translation and acts as a disruptive innovation by changing
the way a dictionary is used, by providing hierarchy of each
and every word as per the cultural background of the
words. Mr. Vivek Tripathi was awarded a cash prize of
Rs. 7,000/- along with a Trophy and a Certificate.
The Third Award was given to Mr. Kailash Kumar, a
student of the PGCIATIVI Programme of IGNOU. He has
developed an innovative device named Eye Rotation
Pendulum for easy and hassle-free exercise for vision
improvement. This instrument is scientifically designed
to correct refractive errors, such as myopia, astigmatism
and cylindrical number. It has been tested on 150 people
and has been found to be very effective. Mr. Kailash
Kumar was awarded a cash prize of Rs. 5,000/- along
with a Trophy and a Certificate.
In addition to this, a Consolation Award was given to
Mr. Ankit Kumar Saw, a student of B.A. Programme of
IGNOU. He has developed a Hand-Made Economy Car
by using discarded scraps of motorcycle and cars. It is a
light weight car manufactured at a very low cost.
Mr. Ankit Kumar Saw was awarded a Trophy and a
Certificate.
In consonance with the Government of India’s
initiative to promote the culture of innovation in the
country, the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) has been recognizing and promoting
the major contributors in the area of research and innovation among its faculty and staff for more
than a decade. In order to identify, recognize and nurture the innovators from amongst its
stakeholders, the National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education (NCIDE) at IGNOU is
making all efforts to reach the stakeholders of the system.
Considering the students to be the most important stakeholder of the system, the university has
formulated a scheme for identifying and recognizing the innovator students of IGNOU and
instituted a "Student Innovation Award 2019" to be given every year to first three innovator
students across the country. This scheme was started in 2018. Like previous year this year also
entries were invited by the NCIDE from IGNOU students for the Student Innovation Award – 2019.
After evaluation by a Committee of Experts, four best entries were selected for the Student
Innovation Award – 2019. Besides identifying and awarding the innovators, IGNOU plans to
handhold such innovators by the way of providing various kinds of support to them in
commercialization of their innovations.
Dr. Oum Prakash Sharma
Director , NCIDE
Email: opsharma@ignou.ac.in
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Innovations by IGNOU Students
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Exhibition of Innovations

Innovator Students of IGNOU Exhibiting their Innovations
Since the past few years the
National Centre for Innovation
in Distance Education (NCIDE)
at IGNOU has been making
constant efforts to promote,
identify, and nurture student
innovators from across the
country. During the last few
years, it was observed that some
of the students of IGNOU have
developed innovative products
but there was no platform for
them
to
showcase
and
demonstrate their innovations.
On the occasion of the Foundation Day of the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU),
held on 19th November 2019, an exhibition and demonstration of innovations of selected students
of the University was organised by NCIDE. In total, four student innovators who won the Student
Innovation Award 2019 were invited. They exhibited and demonstrated their products and
displayed the features of their innovations through posters.
Dr. Animesh Mohan, a
student
of
DNHE
Programme
of
IGNOU
demonstrated an innovative
device developed by him
which is useful for the
Ayurvedic
treatment of
Osteoarthritis of knee joints.
He modified the traditional
device and designed a more
efficient,
cost
effective
instrument that is much
easier to use. It has
successfully cleared clinical
trials and currently in use. The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, IGNOU, the Chief Guest, the mentors and
the faculty members of IGNOU interacted with the innovators.
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Mr. Vivek Tripathi, a student of PG Diploma in
Translation
Programme
of
IGNOU
demonstrated a mobile app named Hindi-TED
which has innovative content, hich focuses on
learning of Hindi through various synonyms and
dictionary. He demonstrated his app and got
feedback and suggestions.

Mr. Kailash Kumar, a student of the PGCIATIVI
Programme
of
IGNOU
demonstrated
an
innovative device named Eye Rotation Pendulum
developed by him for easy and hassle-free
exercise for vision improvement. This instrument is
scientifically designed to correct refractive
errors, such as myopia, astigmatism and
cylindrical number. The visitors gave useful
feedback to him.
Another student Mr. Ankit Kumar Saw, of B.A. Programme of IGNOU demonstrated the video and
poster about the Hand-Made Economy Car developed by him using discarded scraps of motorcycle
and cars. It is a lightweight car manufactured at a very low cost. All the visitors appreciated his
efforts and gave their suggestions to him.
Dr. Jyotsana Dikshit
Deputy Director, NCIDE
Email: jdikshit@ignou.ac.in
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Half Day Seminar on
Innovator Speaks: Stories of Innovation by IGNOU Students
NCIDE, under the aegis of Innovation Club@IGNOU and the Institution’s Innovation Council,
organised a half day Seminar on Innovator Speaks: Stories of Innovation by IGNOU Students at the
Committee Room, Baba Saheb Ambedkar Convention Centre, IGNOU on 20 th November, 2019. The
objectives of the Seminar were to discuss about the innovations carried out by the IGNOU
student innovators and guide them for further improvement of their innovations. Basically,
it was aimed at mentoring them for future. These student innovators are the winners of the
Student Innovation Award 2019. A large number of faculty members were present at the
seminar to support and encourage the IGNOU student innovators and interact with them.
Prof. R. R. Kanhere, Pro-Vice Chancellor, IGNOU and Prof. Satyakam, Pro-Vice Chancellor, IGNOU,
graced the occasion with their benign presence and interacted with the student innovators and
guided them. Dr. Sujata Santosh, Coordinator of the Seminar, welcomed the participants.
Dr. O.P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE, felicitated the Pro-Vice Chancellors and informed everyone
present about the objectives of the seminar.
The first student innovation awardee,
Dr. Animesh Mohan gave a presentation on an
innovative device Janu Avagaha Instrument for
Ayurvedic treatment of osteoarthritis of knee
joints. Dr. Animesh Mohan is a student of
DNHE Programme of IGNOU. He mentioned
that he developed several models to meet the
several practical challenges including large size
of the instrument; huge amount of oil required
to completely cover the knee; maintaining the temperature of oil; easy collection of oil preventing
any wastage for reusing it; maintaining the comfort of the patient for whole course of treatment and
continuous monitoring of temperature. All these issues were solved by changing the design, material
used and installing other accessory equipment. Now, this instrument and treatment
procedure is very commonly used for the management of patient suffering with osteoarthritis of
knee.
The second innovation awardee, Mr. Vivek
Tripathi gave a presentation on an innovative
Android App named Hindi-TED, which focuses
on the learning of Hindi through Translation,
Example and Dictionary. He explained that the
app provides the basic-level words of most
spoken words and mid-advance and advance
levels for literature words. It aims at helping the
users to choose the right kind of words in
different levels of translation as per requirements of the different cultural backgrounds.
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The third innovation awardee, Mr. Kailash Kumar
gave a presentation on an innovative device named
Eye Rotation Pendulum which can be used for easy
and hassle-free eye exercise for vision improvement.
Mr. Kailash Kumar, a student of PGCIATIVI
programme of IGNOU. He mentioned that the Eye
Rotation Pendulum is a non-surgical and customized
program of refractive exercises and activities which
are scientifically designed to correct refractive errors
like Myopia, Astigmatism, Cylindrical number, etc.
The consolation awardee, Mr. Ankit Kumar Saw, could not be present at the event. He has
designed, developed a Hand-Made Economy Car by using the discarded scraps of motorcycle
and cars.

The seminar was also focused at providing guidance and mentorship to the students. Besides
several faculty members of the university, ten faculty members including Prof. P. K. Biswas,
STRIDE, Dr. Anupriya Pandey, SOMS, Dr. Sanjeev Kumar, SOS, Dr. Ashish Agarwal, SOET,
Dr. P.V. Suresh, SOCIS, Dr. R. S. P. Singh, SOVET, Dr. Suneet Kashayap, SOL, Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit,
NCIDE, Dr. Moumita Das, NCIDE and Dr. Sujata Santosh, NCIDE were also present in their
capacity as mentors for the students.
After presentations by the innovators, there was a very live interaction and discussion.
Participating faculty members including the Pro-Vice Chancellors gave several suggestions for
further improvement of the innovative products developed by these students. The students were
suggested to get their products patented/copyright. In this context, it was suggested that IGNOU
should help and guide these innovators and continue their hand holding for commercialization of
their products.
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE
Email: Sujata.santosh@ignou.ac.in
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Launch of WEAS-व्यास
IGNOU introduced Web Enabled Academic Support Scheme
for the Distance Mode Programmes
In the 21st Century, applications of Information and Communication Technologies have
contributed immensely to education, economic development, and social changes across the globe.
With the reduced cost of electronic gadgets like laptops, smartphones and internet people are
empowered to get connected and increase their learning and knowledge. In order to provide
additional technology based academic support to the learners of distance mode programmes,
particularly the low enrolment programmes, the NCIDE has initiated a scheme of Web Enabled
Academic Support (WEAS - व्यास).

This innovative scheme, WEAS was launched on the Foundation Day of IGNOU by the Chief Guest
Dr. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, ICCR Chairman and Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha and
Prof. Nageshwar Rao, Vice Chancellor, IGNOU initially for three programmes. These programmes
are Post-Graduate Certificate in Agriculture Policy (PGCAP) coordinated by Dr. Praveen Jain,
Assistant Professor, School of Agriculture, Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability Science (PGDSS),
Dr. Yanglem Sharatchandra Khuman, Assistant Professor, School of Inter-Disciplinary and
Trans-Disciplinary Studies and Post-Graduate Diploma in Pharmaceutical Sales Management
(PGDPSM) coordinated by Dr. Rachna Agarwal, Assistant Professor, School of Vocational Education
and Training. This scheme can be extended to other distance mode programmes.
The basic objectives of this scheme are to creatively use the ICT tools for innovative teachinglearning in the ODL system; empower the faculty to design, develop and offer WEAS to the
learners on their own, and to explore the possibilities of replacing/supplementing the counseling
session at the study centres in low enrolment programmes with the WEAS.
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The web based platform for different programmes has the following components :











General information about the programme
Soft copies of the relevant study material
Relevant web based learning resources in the form of audio/video and PDF, etc.
Web based quiz and testing facility for continuous assessment
Discussion forum and chat facility for peer to peer interaction
Announcements related to the programmes
Calendar of activities
Web conferencing for limited users at a time
Link of related audio/video programmes, IRC Gyandhara, e-Gyankosh, Online Admission, etc.

In order to empower the faculty and staff of various schools of IGNOU, NCIDE plans to organise
school-wise sensitisation meetings to explain the features and utility of the WEAS scheme as a
technology based academic support to the learners of distance mode programmes.

Thereafter, selected faculty will be given proper training about innovative ways of teaching—
learning through web technology by using the different ICT tools. They will also be given training for
development and use of WEAS system for their distance mode programmes. NCIDE will continuously facilitate in design, development and implementation of WEAS for different programmes.
NCIDE also plans to impart training to some of the computer operators and support staff of the
various school who could assist the programme coordinators in WEAS through a separate workshop
to be conducted later.
The platform can be accessed from here
Dr. Jyotsana Dikshit
Deputy Director, NCIDE
and
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE
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Sensitisation Meeting with
School of Translation Studies and Training for using WEAS - व्यास
WEAS/व्यास was recently launched for providing Web Enabled Academic Support to the learners of
Distance Education programmes. In this context, a sensitisation meeting for implementing Web
Enabled Academic Support (WEAS/व्यास) was organised for the School of Translation Studies and
Training (SOTST), IGNOU on 28th November 2019. The Director and all the faculty members and
staff of SOTST were present in the meeting. The Director, SOTST gave a brief background about the
purpose of the sensitisation meeting. Director, NCIDE explained about the WEAS scheme initiated
by NCIDE and highlighted its features. Coordinator/Co-coordinator WEAS presented the concept of
WEAS, its objectives, components and approaches. They also shared various applications of WEAS
which will enable the faculty and students share and learn together in innovative ways. This was
followed by a live demonstration of WEAS and discussions.
During the discussions it was
decided that NCIDE will organise a
half day workshop for the faculty
of SOTST to ignite their minds for
using innovative ways to provide
academic
support
to
the
learners. It was also decided that
selected faculty will be given
proper training about development
and use of WEAS for their
programmes. All the faculty
members and staff were enthusiastic about the scheme and showed interest in implementing WEAS
for their programmes. Dr. Jyoti Chawala, Asst. Professor, SOTST gave the vote of thanks.
Dr. Jyotsana Dikshit
Deputy Director, NCIDE
and
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE

“Innovation- any new idea- by definition will not be accepted at first.
It takes repeated attempts, endless demonstrations, monotonous
rehearsals before innovation can be accepted and internalized by an
organization. This requires courageous patience.”
Warren Bennis (1925 – 2014), Scholar and organizational consultant
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Innovation Club@Regional Centre, Cochin

Domestic Environmentalism – Approaches and Strategies
The Innovation Club at Regional Centre, Cochin was initiated under the encouragement of the
NCIDE, IGNOU. A series of monthly lecture titled ‘Open Session cum Enrichment Session’ are
being held regularly at the Regional Centre, Cochin since September, 2018. As an innovative
practice the monthly lecture under Innovation club is coupled with Grievance Redressal session as it
would enable the learners to take home some message besides resolving their grievances. An Open
Session cum enrichment session was held on 26th November, 2019 at the Regional Centre, Cochin.

Dr. V. T. Jalajakumari, Assistant Regional Director (ARD),
Regional Centre, Cochin was the Resource person for the monthly
lecture on the topic ‘Domestic Environmentalism – Approaches
and Strategies’. Dr. Praseetha Unnikrishnan, the Nodal officer for
the Innovation club activity at Regional Centre, Cochin,
introduced the Resource Person. The session was attended by
around 30 IGNOU learners.
Dr. J.S. Dorothy, Regional Director also shared inputs
pertaining to Skill Development programmes
available with the Central Institute of Fisheries
Department (CIFT), Cochin and MOOCs programme
available in the SWAYAM portal with the learners.
Dr. Dorothy emphasized on the importance of life
skills and how it would help them in overcoming the
challenges posed by life.
The Resource person, Dr. Jalajakumari introduced the participants to the basics of domestic
environmentalism which has been defined as a habitat designed for favorable and supporting
environment. Dr. Jalajakumari discussed about the basic requirements/strategies needed for a
sustainable habitat like pure water, air, land and shelter. The models of domestic environmentalism
like habitat resource model, inquiry model, guided discovery model and jurisprudence model were
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explained during the session. The approaches towards domestic environmentalism like individual,
familial, social, professional and educational approaches were discussed in detail. The importance of
‘saving water’ was highlighted during the session with an example of Arjen Y. Hoekstra’s ‘Water
Footprint’ model. The water footprint is the amount of water consumed by human activity as well as
the assimilation capacity used. The participants were practically demonstrated about the
questions asked in assessing the water footprint and requested to assess their water footprint. The
activity enabled the participants in assessing their water consumption and made them aware about
the importance of saving water in their day to day lives. The session concluded with
Dr. Jalajakumari highlighting the importance of sustainable measures which need to be used by all
for saving the environment like reducing the use of plastics, reducing water consumption in daily
life, use of eco-friendly measures etc.
Dr. Sindhu P Nair, ARD and Dr. S. Vijayaragavan, ARD also shared their experiences and inputs
pertaining to sustainable living.
In the Open session, certain issues to downloading ID Card, receipt of Study materials were
resolved. The session was received with a warm round of applause from one and all.
Dr. J.S. Dorothy
Regional Director
In-charge, RC Cochin

NOTIFICATION

“Idea to Startup Scheme” for IGNOU Students
In order to promote, support and nurture the innovator students of IGNOU interested in
setting up their startups, the University has initiated a scheme of “Idea to Startup” for its
students. Any student of IGNOU who has developed a prototype or innovative product or
system based on new, socially relevant and practicable ideas, can submit the detailed startup
plan/proposal in the prescribed format available on IGNOU website under News and
Announcement IGNOU Homepage.
The best 10 proposals will be selected on the basis of their novelty, feasibility, practicability,
sustainability, scale of impact, cost-effectiveness and future prospectus, etc. The students
whose proposal are selected will be nurtured, guided, trained and facilitated by the
University for developing proper business plan, getting financial support from external
agencies and finally setting up their own start-ups. They will also be provided residential
training at IGNOU Headquarters by the experts.
If any bona-fide student of IGNOU has a new and innovative plan to setup a startup, in any
of the above mentioned fields, she/he may submit detailed plan/proposal in the prescribed
format through the link given on IGNOU Website www.ignou.ac.in under News and
Announcement by the December 10, 2019. Applications can also be submitted through
e-mail at startups@ignou.ac.in or by post at the following address :
Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi – 110068
ENNOVATE
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Learning Resource

Nurturing Innovation and Start Up in India
Startups have received increased attention in recent years throughout the world and are being
recognised as key engines for growth and employment generation. Startups can help in generating
impactful solutions through innovation, thus leading to the overall socio-economic development
and transformation. The Indian startup ecosystem has evolved largely over the last two decades.
The Indian economy is facing challenges such as skill development and employment for the future
workforce; socioeconomic inclusion of rural India; and access to healthcare services (World
Economic Forum, 2018). In view of the potential of entrepreneurial ventures to provide a solution to
the challenges and problems facing the country, the Government of India has taken pro-active
measures and actively made innovation and startups the focal point of policy. The government
through various ministries has launched many schemes and developed policies for promoting
startups. These include initiatives for providing financial and procedural support for startups,
incentives to organisations and institutions for setting up incubators, emphasis on conducting
training workshops, and funding for upgrading technology and physical infrastructure.
The Government of India’s missions of “Startup India” and “Make in India” aim to stimulate the
culture of entrepreneurship and to nurture innovation in India. The “Startup India” initiative was
launched by the prime minister in 2016 to build a strong ecosystem that is conducive for the growth
of startup businesses, to drive sustainable economic growth and generate large scale employment
opportunities. The Startup India initiative has three fundamental underlying objectives:
a. Creating a culture of entrepreneurship and innovation,
b. Facilitating sustainable economic growth and
c. Large scale employment opportunities.
To build a strong eco-system for nurturing innovation and Startups in the country, the Startup India
Action Plan offers support through various government departments & programs. The salient
features are of the Action Plan are:
1. Simple Compliance Regime based on Self-Certification to reduce the regulatory burden on
Startups, the government will allow startups to self-certify compliance on nine labour and
environment laws, like payment of gratuity, contract labour, employees provident fund, water
and air pollution acts, through the startup mobile app. No inspections will be conducted in the
case of the labour laws for a period of three years.
2. Startup India Hub will be created to provide a single point of contact for the entire Startup
ecosystem and enable knowledge exchange and access to funding.
3. Rolling out of Mobile App and Portal to serve as the single platform for Startups for
interacting with Government and Regulatory Institutions for all business needs and information
exchange. This will simplify the setting up of startups and help in getting clearances, approvals
and registrations.
4. Legal Support in Patent Filing at Lower Costs to promote awareness and adoption of IPRs by
Startups and facilitate them in protecting and commercializing the IPRs by providing access to
high quality Intellectual Property services and resources, including fast-track examination of
patent applications and rebate in fees.
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5. Relaxed Norms of Public Procurement for Startups to provide an equal platform to Startups
across sectors vis-à-vis the experienced entrepreneurs/ companies in public procurement.
6. Faster Exit for Startups to make it easier for Startups to wind up operations.
7. Funding Support through Fund of Funds with a Corpus of RS. 10,000 crores to provide
funding support for the development and growth of innovation driven enterprises.
8. Credit Guarantee fund for Startups to catalyze entrepreneurship by providing credit to
innovators across all sections of society. The initiative provides for creating a credit guarantee
fund for startups through Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) with a Corpus of
Rs.500 crore per year for the next four years.
9. Tax Exemptions on Capital Gains to promote investments into Startups by mobilizing the
capital gains arising from the sale of capital assets.
10. Tax Exemptions to startups for 3 Years to promote the growth of Startups and address working
capital requirements.
11. Tax Exemption on Investments above Fair Market Value to encourage seed-capital investment
in Startups.
12. Organizing Startup Fests for Showcasing Innovation and Providing a Collaboration
Platform to galvanize the Startup ecosystem and to provide national and international visibility
to the Startup ecosystem in India.
13. Launch of Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) to establish sector specific incubators and 500
'Tinkering Labs' to promote entrepreneurship, provide pre-incubation training and a seed fund
for high-growth startups. It will provide a platform for promotion of world-class Innovation
Hubs, Grand Challenges, Startup businesses and other self-employment activities, particularly in
technology driven areas.
14. Harnessing Private Sector Expertise for Incubator Setup to ensure professional management of
Government sponsored / funded incubators, Government will create a policy and framework for
setting-up of incubators across the country in public private partnership.
15. Building Innovation Centers at National Institutes to propel successful innovation through
augmentation of incubation and R&D efforts.
16. Setting up of 7 New Research Parks Modelled on the Research Park Setup at IIT Madras to
propel successful innovation through incubation and joint R&D efforts between academia and
Industry.
17. Promoting Startups in the Biotechnology Sector to foster and facilitate bio-entrepreneurship.
18. Launching of Innovation Focused Programs for Students to foster a culture of innovation in the
field of Science and Technology amongst students.
19. Annual Incubator Grand Challenge to support creation of successful world class incubators in
India.
The Action Plan, therefore, is based on the following three pillars (as enumerated in the figure
below):



Simplification and Handholding: This focuses on Simple Compliance Regime, Relaxed norms
of public procurement for startups, and initiatives such as Startup India Hub to handhold
startups during various phases of their development.



Funding Support and Incentives: This involves providing funding support through a Fund of
Funds with a corpus of Rupees 10,000 crore and various tax exemptions as mentioned above.
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Industry-Academia Partnership and Incubation: This involves various initiatives such as the
organizing of the Startup Fests to showcase innovations and providing collaboration platforms,
launch of Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), Harnessing private sector expertise for setting up
incubators and so on.

Salient Features of the Startup India Initiative of the Government of India
(Source: https://www.startupindia.gov.in)
With this Action Plan, the Government intends to accelerate spreading of the startup movement.
Some of the drivers for the growth of startups in the Indian context are:

 Impact of technological change: Technology is proving to be a vital catalyst for providing low
cost solutions to the numerous problems facing the country, which is the sixth largest economy
in the world, keeping in view the size, vastness and diversity, and resource constraints.



Economic reforms and current market trends: India is one of the fastest-growing economies in
the world today. With the growth in the economy, the consumption power is also increasing.
The Indian market scenario is considered conducive to the growth of startups.
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Increased government support: The government has come to recognize startups as extremely
important for economic growth. Startups help in creating employment opportunities and attract
foreign investments, thus leading to economic growth. The government has taken up a host of
incentives to "release the entrepreneurial spirit" such as setting up of business incubators,
streamlining labour laws, education, and rental housing segment which will have a direct
impact on startups in the country,



Changing perception towards entrepreneurship: There is an evident change in the perception
of society towards entrepreneurship with a rise in social acceptability. A number of
entrepreneurs are taking up risks to create their own startups driven by motivation, passion
and a strong desire to contribute to the society.

The Indian startup ecosystem is still evolving and as mentioned by Suresh Prabhu, Minister of
Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, India on the 2018 National Entrepreneurship Awards,
“the definition of entrepreneurship is constantly evolving and with a change in fixed tenure jobs, the
nature of the working environment is changing with more people creating their job space versus
joining a certain industry. There are ample opportunities for our youth to be gainfully engaged in
launching startup initiatives in the country.”
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Assistant Director, NCIDE
Email: Sujata.santosh@ignou.ac.in

NCIDE
The National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education (NCIDE) was established in
December 2005. It is a facility for promoting, supporting, re-engineering and disseminating
innovations in Open and Distance Learning (ODL) system. The NCIDE is a ground for nurturing
bright and inquisitive minds whose ideas and explorations are expected to revolutionize the ODL
system to suit the needs of Gennext. The Centre's goal is to develop a culture of continued search for
new and innovative solutions to offer seamless education for all, achieve cost efficiency in its
operations and provide borderless access to quality education and training.
We look forward to receiving your suggestions for this e-newsletter. We also welcome your
contributions for the future issues. Please send us your emails at:
sujata.santosh@ignou.ac.in or ncide@ignou.ac.in
For more information please contact:
National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education
Block G, Zakir Hussain Bhawan, New Academic Complex
Indira Gandhi National Open University
Maidan Garhi, New Delhi -110068
Phone: 011-29536413, 011-29536398
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