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Innovation Club@IGNOU organised a virtual meeting on "Sharing of Experiences:
My Innovative Initiatives during COVID 19”on September 23, 2020 at 11.00 am. The
main objective was to have a session about the various innovative initiatives taken
up by the faculty members and staff of IGNOU during the COVID 19 pandemic
period. The session had sharing of experiences by the participants, mainly the
winners of the Creativity Challenge series organized by NCIDE in the month of May
& June, 2020.

Innovation Club @ 14
RC Cochin

“If an organization
values innovation, you
can assume it's safe to
speak up with new
ideas, leaders will listen, and your voice
matters.”
- Adam Grant
Author

Editor:
Dr. Sujata Santosh
Editorial Team:
Dr. O. P. Sharma
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit
Dr. Moumita Das

Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE and Coordinator Innovation
Club@IGNOU initiated the proceedings and informed about the objectives of the
session. Dr. O. P. Sharma, Director, NCIDE welcomed the members and the winners
of the Creativity Challenge Creativity Challenge organised by NCIDE. He gave a
brief introduction about the Creativity Challenge series organized by the NCIDE
during lockdown and said the purpose of the Creativity Challenge was to create a
culture of innovation in the university and involve the students and staff of the
university in the process of innovation. He then invited the winners of the Creativity
Challenge to share their innovative initiatives and experiences highlighting the
innovation, what prompted that innovation, what are its innovative features and
how it helped in solving any specific problem.
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The speakers included Dr. Sunil Kumar Das, Deputy Director (Programmes); Mr. Abhishek
Rajendra Sawant, JAT (D/w), RC Mumbai; Dr. Bini Toms, RD, IGNOU REC Bhopal; Dr. Rita
Chauhan Assistant Regional Director, RC Delhi-2; Dr. Y. S. Khuman, Assistant Professor, SOITS, Dr.
Deeksha Dave, Assistant Professor, SOITS; Dr. J.S. Dorothy, Regional Director, RC, Cochin; Dr.
Mallika Banerjee, Assistant Professor, SOPVA; Dr. Pankaj Khare, Director, Planning & Development
Division (PDD), Dr. R.S.P Singh, Associate Professor, SOVET; Mr. Sher Singh, Assistant Regional
Director, RC, Jaipur; Prof. Shubha Gokhale, Professor, SOS; Dr. J.S. Dorothy, Regional Director, RC,
Cochin.

The members shared their innovative initiatives which ranged from taking up a hobby in pandemic
times, solving problems in work innovatively, reaching out to the students using technology in the
pandemic period, or some initiative towards learner support.

About 45 members, including the faculty members and academics from IGNOU and various
Regional Centres, were present in the virtual session. The meeting was highly appreciated by all the
members. The event was coordinated by Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE.

Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE &
Coordinator InnovationClub@IGNOU
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WEAS Initiative
Review cum Feedback Meeting with the Programme Coordinators of
WEAS Portal
With the support and cooperation, of various Schools of IGNOU viz. SOA, SOEDS, SOGDS, SOHS,
SOH, SOITS, SOL, SOPVA, SOS and SOVET, NCIDE has been able to successfully experiment with
an innovative way of reaching out and supporting the learners of various ODL programmes
academically by using the easily available simple technology tools. In this context, a review cum
feedback meeting (virtual) with the Programme Coordinators of various programmes regarding
WEAS on 1st September, 2020.
Dr O.P Sharma, Director NCIDE welcomed all the participants The main objective of the virtual
meeting was to review the status of various programmes being offered through WEAS and to obtain feedback from the Programme Coordinators for the changes, improvements and possibilities to
update WEAS for their programmes according to the preferences of the learners.

Dr Jyotsna Dikshit and Dr. Sujata Santosh, gave a brief overview of WEAS and highlighted the
features and updates. The participants then one by one gave the status of WEAS for their
programmes. They also mentioned how the web counselling for their Programme were conducted.
Everyone was of the view that WEAS has been effective to provide academic counselling to
programmes with limited enrollment. Dr. Mallika Banerjee, Programme Coordinator, Certificate
Programme in Hindustani Music demonstrated the studio facilities and the innovative practices
used to reach out to the distance learners through WEAS. Dr. Mohd. Tahir Siddique, Programme
Coordinator, CVAA demonstrated the studio facilities created by him to deliver practical and theory
lectures to his students. Dr. Dr. Y.S.C. Khuman, Programme Coordinator, PGDSS, shared his
experiences related to interacting with the learners through the WEAS portal.
Some of the suggestions given by the Programme Coordinators are listed below:


To integrate analytics for programmes being offered through WEAS



Apart from academic support to various programmes, an assignment system may also be developed and linked so that the students are able to submit their assignments online.
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In context to the counselling sessions Regional Centers to be connected through the WEAS portal
for large enrollment Programmes like BSCG.



The link of WEAS landing page should be highlighted prominently on the IGNOU homepage as
many Students are not aware about the link which is placed at the bottom of IGNOU homepage



Evaluation process may also be developed and linked with the WEAS portal.



Regional Centre should effectively promote WEAS for wider dissemination of information about
WEAS.



Student Data of Programmes being offered through WEAS to be shared bi-monthly with the
Programme Coordinators.



It was also suggested that the other ODL programmes may also be brought under WEAS scheme
for ensuring academic support to the learners.
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE &
Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE

National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education

Indira Gandhi National Open University

Notification
Inviting Entries for "Student Innovation Award-2020"
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) has been promoting creativity, innovation and
entrepreneurship among its students. In view of the announcement of the Atmanirbhar Bharat mission by the Govt. of India, it becomes more important to identify, recognize and support such innovator and entrepreneur students. In this context, the NCIDE invites entries for ‘Student Innovation
Award-2020” from IGNOU students. If any bonafide student of IGNOU with valid registration has
done any kind of innovation in any field of life, preferably in the given theme areas, he/she may
submit his/her entry in the prescribed format. The best three innovators will be given with the
certificates, trophies and cash prizes of Rs.10,000/-, Rs. 7,000/- and Rs. 5,000/- respectively. Copies of
the Application Form and Guidelines mentioning theme areas can be downloaded from NVRIETI
portal at https://sites.google.com/ignou.ac.in/navrieti/sia-2020 or from the IGNOU website
www.ignou.ac.in also.
The entries on the prescribed application from along with the supporting documents should be
submitted by email only at ncide@ignou.ac.in to the Director, NCIDE. The last date for submitting
the Innovation is October 20, 2020.
Oum Prakash Sharma
Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi
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Innovative Practices at IGNOU
Web Based Video Counselling for Various Programmes of IGNOU
NCIDE through the Web Enabled Academic Support (WEAS) initiative is actively involved in
supporting the IGNOU faculty in providing online classes from their home through Web Based Video
Counselling. IGNOU faculty members have been taking online sessions from their home for a
number of programmes including Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability Science (PGDSS), Post
Graduate Certificate in Agriculture Policy (PGCAP), Certificate in Anti Human Trafficking (CAHT),
Diploma in Nursing Administration (DNA), Certificate programme in Visual Art-Painting (CVAP),
Certificate Programme in YOGA (CPY), etc.

Video Counselling for Certificate Programme in Visual Art-Painting (CVAP)
Online classes were conducted for the students of the Certificate programme in Visual Art-Painting
(CVAP) in the month of September. Total 3 online sessions were conducted through web-based video
counselling mode on 5th, 6th, & 13th September, 2020. In each of the online session around 40
students were present. In keeping with the practical nature of the course, sessions were mainly
focused on Stud ent Wo rk Presentatio n and Discussio n and the Prep aratio n fo r TEE (Theo ry) fo r
CVAP programme. The sessions were taken by the programme coordinator Dr. Lakshaman Prasad, Assistant
Professor, SOPVA with creative and technical support from the WEAS team, NCIDE. The distance
learners could clarify their doubts and queries after the demonstration and appreciated the sessions.

Video Counselling for Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability Sciences
Online classes were conducted for the students of the Post Graduate Diploma in Sustainability
Sciences (PGDSS) in the month of September. NCIDE facilitates the experts of the online classes in
designing their presentation in creative and innovative ways to endure the interest of the learners. For
promotion of the web-counselling sessions on Twitter and Facebook the PGDSS-WEAS Team
designed creative web-counselling video banners giving information about the web counselling
session and the subject matter expert. This created a basic awareness about the programme in the
learners as well as prospective learners in general.
The presentations of the web counselling sessions were designed with multimedia components like
images, text and animations integrated at one place. During the web counselling sessions initially the
topic with multimedia components is presented to the students followed by discussions. based video
counselling in the month of September, 2020.
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In each of the online sessions around 15-20 students were present. Topics are explained with the
help of case studies and real life, examples are taken for better understanding of the topic. New
research studies and their applications related to the topics are also discussed with the students.
Overall, the sessions are interactive.

After the counselling session an infographic of the Web Counselling Session is created and uploaded
on twitter. This enables prospective learners also to know about what is the PGDSS Programme and
how teaching takes place effectively even in the absence of the Study Centre.The video is on the
same day integrated on the PGDSS-WEAS Portal for the Students.
ENNOV AT E
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A special session on “LEARNING@IGNOU-In Conversation with Students of Sustainability
Science” was also organised for the students of the July-2020 batch. A feedforward study was also
conducted to understand the learners styles , preferences about providing the web counselling
sessions including timing of the sessions for the students of July 2020 Batch.
Dr. Jyotsna Dikshit, Deputy Director, NCIDE. &
Dr. Sujata Santosh, Assistant Director, NCIDE

Inviting Articles on
Your Innovative Initiatives Amid COVID-19
pandemic
On one side COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the existing teaching-learning and support
system, at the same time it has given opportunity to find new and innovative ways to reach out to
our students and provide them all types of support by technological interventions during this
period. We would like to request you to kindly share such innovative initiatives with others
through various platforms including this newsletter.
You may kindly send small write ups or articles on the innovative initiatives taken up by you or
your colleagues for publication in the newsletter. We are sure, your innovation and new initiative
will inspire others also. You can send your write ups/articles through email to ncide@ignou.ac.in
or sujata.santosh@ignou.ac.in .
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Innovative Initiatives at IGNOU RC Noida

Innovations in Conducting Online Viva Voce for Project/Workbook/
Dissertation/Internship Reports in View of Covid-19 Pandemic
Introduction
Covid-19 pandemic has significantly impacted the teaching-learning process across the globe. It has
destroyed the academic cycles and calendars for vast majority of students in universities and higher
education institutions. Conducting online classes and evaluating students for the learning outcomes
have become huge challenges for many academic institutions. Many new options and modalities have
been adopted in order to continue with teaching-learning process and undertaking evaluation
exercises for students. At times there have been strong pressures to pause teaching-learning process
temporarily and do away with all kind of evaluation exercise including doing away of the
examination for the purpose of issuing certification and admission in professional programmes.
However, it is very difficult to pause teaching-learning and evaluation activities beyond certain
threshold period. It is not in the interests of learners and students to have a significant break in their
academic endeavours. Breaking of academic cycle and calendars, beyond certain threshold period,
have significant negative impact on psycho-social and personal growth and this can have significant
impact on future academic growth, career and professional developments of students. Some kinds of
teaching-learning and evaluation exercises in the teaching-learning process have to be continued
despite the Covid-19 pandemic. Online digital and social media platforms have played important
roles in overcoming barriers to teaching-learning process being posed by the Covid-19 pandemic.
Innovative uses of online and social media platforms have in fact significantly helped in continuing
with academic activities including evaluation exercises for measuring the performance of students and
learners. It has helped in conducting online examinations including online submission of students’
projects, workbooks, dissertations, thesis, internship reports and assignments and conducting online
viva voce for Projects/ Thesis/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports, etc.

IGNOU and Online submission of Project/Workbooks/ Dissertation/
Internship Reports
Covid-19 pandemic forced many universities and higher academic institutions to utilize and adopt
online and social media platform to impart learning and undertaking online evaluation exercises for
various academic activities including online viva voce for Projects/ Thesis/ Dissertations/ Internship
Reports, etc. Being a pioneer in open and distance learning in India IGNOU has already been using
various ICT and online/social media platforms for delivery of its numerous academic programmes
and courses. Covid-19 pandemic in fact boosted the efforts of IGNOU in rigorously adopting ICT
based online platforms for delivery of its academic programmes. Many of its programmes are now
available fully in online mode. In view of the Covid-19 pandemic IGNOU quickly decided to
proactively support its learners by providing them facilities to submit their Assignments and Projects/
Workbook/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports, etc in online mode. IGNOU Regional Centre has even
created Google format links for its various Study Centres for submission of the assignments by
students. As far as the online submission of Projects/ Workbooks/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports,
etc. are concerned a dedicated online link was created on IGNOU’s website (www.ignou.ac.in) for the
June 2020 Term End Examination (TEE) cycle. Academic schedule was delayed with extension of last
dates (in view of Covid-19 pandemic) and revised guidelines were issued for online submission of
Projects/ Workbooks/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports, etc. After expiry of the last date, all the online
ENNOV AT E
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submission of Projects/ Workbooks/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports, etc. of different programmes/
courses were available at one single point under the command and control of Student Evaluation
Division (SED), IGNOU Hq. SED segregated the online Projects/ Workbooks/ Dissertations/
Internship Reports, etc. on the basis of Regional Centre listing of students and a very tight schedule
was given to the Regional Centres to carry out evaluation and viva voce activities given the fact that
June 2020 TEE have already been delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Innovative role of IGNOU Regional Centre Noida in conduct of online viva
voce
Given the strict guidelines by IGNOU Hq. to complete the evaluation and viva voce activities of
Projects/ Workbooks/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports, etc in a timebound manner IGNOU Noida
Regional Centre played a proactive and innovative role in timely completing online viva voce for
Projects/ Workbooks/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports, etc. Dr. Mokbul Ali Laskar, Deputy Director
with the support of Mr. Sanjay Kumar (Executive – Data Processing) (EDP-S) meticulously planned
the schedule for completing viva voce within the mandated time under the proper guidance &
support of Dr Amit Chaturvedi Regional Director. RC Noida was in fact ahead of most of the
IGNOU Regional Centres in planning and conducting the viva. Online viva voce for most of the
Projects/ Workbooks/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports, etc has been completed well within the time
frame. Google meet was used to conduct the online viva voce. EDP-S was using Google meet for the
first time and was initially apprehensive about the use of the same for conducting and monitoring
online viva. However, Dr. Laskar guided him and gave him confidence in this regard. As soon as
SED provided the details of Projects/ Workbooks/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports, etc EDP-S
downloaded all the online soft copies of the Projects/ Workbooks/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports,
etc in the form of a link for each Report; experts/evaluators/examiners were identified and links
containing Reports of particular number of learners assigned to a particular expert/evaluator/
examiner were sent through email with the request to evaluate and conduct online viva. Reports in
the form of links consumed very less space and were very easy to open online by simply opening
the links in web browser. Dr. Laskar briefed EDP-S about creation of Google meet links and sending
links through invitation emails to all the concerned participants (including evaluators/examiners,
officers of IGNOU RC Noida and of course the learners), followed by SMS to concerned learners
informing dates and timing of viva. At the time of creation of the Google meet all the details of
proposed viva were clearly described and auto-generated invitation e-mails were sent to all the
participating students, examiners/evaluators and all the academic officers of the Regional Centre for
monitoring. Regional Director and Senior academic officers joined in all the Google meets for
effective monitoring of the online viva
EDP-S successfully created all the Google meet links for the purpose of conduct of BCA/MCA/CIT
Project viva. By now, EDP-S enjoyed using creating Google meet links and communicating the same
to the participants. He has become fully conversant in using Google meet. All the evaluators/
examiners (who conducted the viva online) and the student participants enjoyed online Project viva.
SOCIS faculties praised the way the BCA/MCA/CIT Project viva was conducted online by RC Noida
and many of them in fact mentioned the same to other RCs. The Google meets were all pre-planned
and were properly monitored by Dr Amit Chaturvedi Regional Director and Dr. Laskar Deputy
Director. To begin with the Google meets viva all the learners were initially briefed about the
conduct and modalities of the viva, time slots informed and later on they were asked to come/join
meet one by one. In order to avoid impersonation, the learners were required to display their
IGNOU ID-Cards before the start of their viva. The attendance of participants in the online viva was
quite encouraging and absentee cases were very less.
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As far as the viva voce of other Programmes (such as MAEDU, PGDEMA, PGDET, PGDPPED,
PGDLAN, PGDFSQM, MAPC/BAPC (Projects & Internship), etc.) are concerned Dr. Laskar
personally created Google meet links and shared the same to the evaluators/ examiners, learners
and senior academic officers of RC Noida through invitation emails. Similar to BCA and MCA
Projects, Projects/ Dissertations/ Internship Reports of these Programmes were also shared with the
evaluators/examiners in the form of online links. Followed by Google meet email invitations
through emails of learners SMSs were sent to all the participants. The Learner Support Centres were
alerted about all the online viva voce schedules with Google meet links for informing students at
their levels.

Before the start of the Google meet on each occasion a WhatsApp group was created for each viva
session. Further, at the beginning of each Google meet for viva all the student participants were
briefed about the proceedings initially with the instructions to join Google meet viva one by one and
display their ID-Cards before start of viva. They were asked to remain alert on the WhatsApp group
created, were informed about their serial number/sequence number of viva and as soon as one viva
was over the next candidate was called over WhatsApp group message to join immediately
mentioning serial number/sequence number and name of the learners in the WhatsApp message.
The attendance in online viva for most of the Programmes was almost 100%. The proceedings of the
Google meets were Recorded for all the online viva voce conducted.

Major finding & suggestions
Online viva for Project/ Workbook/ Dissertation/ Internship Reports has turned out very successful,
convenient and cost-effective. It was liked by all the stakeholders including organizers, evaluators/
examiners and most importantly by the learners. Online viva was conducted very smoothly. It was
more transparent and authentic; monitoring was easy and most importantly recording of the Google
meet was added advantage. Attendance in online viva was higher compared to all the offline viva
conducted at the RC level. Offline viva in fact involved more cost to the University.
It is suggested that in future online submission of all the Project/ Workbook/ Dissertation/ Internship
Reports may be encouraged through online mode. It will save lots of time, energy, costs, papers, etc
for the University and the learners as well. However, when accepting submission through online it

necessary to modify certain guidelines in order to ensure that all the components of the Project/
Workbook/ Dissertation/ Internship Reports (including internal assessment reports/marks) are
integrated together in one document and no separate submission of internal assessment marks are
insisted upon. For Project synopsis a separate online link will be more convenient.
Dr. Amit Chaturvedi, Regional Director, IGNOU RC Noida
Dr. M. A. Laskar, Deputy Director, IGNOU RC Noida
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National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education

Indira Gandhi National Open University

Notification
National Seminar on Innovations in ODL for Quality Education-2020
The NCIDE, IGNOU is organizing a two-day National Seminar on Innovations in ODL for Quality
Education-2020 during October 14015, 2020. There is a felt need for innovations to enhance
quality, access and equity of the various services being offered to the learners. There is an
increasing need of sharing of experiences among the innovators and other stakeholders so that
innovations are diffused into the ODL system. Further, new and emerging innovations are needed
to be explored for their possible uses in enhancing the quality of the ODL system. The unexpected
COVID-19 pandemic has caused an unprecedented condition where the education system has to
cater to the learning needs of millions of students at a distance. It has also given rise to problems
that have presented themselves and the ODL functionaries might have come up with innovative
solutions for the problems they might have faced. It is anticipated that these interventions might
be used post COVID-19 period as well and therefore these need to be shared in the Seminar.
The objectives of the Seminar are to:
 share and showcase experiences on innovations and innovative practices in the ODL system.
 explore avenues for innovations to cater to the educational needs of new age distance learners.

There are seven themes of the National Seminar as follows:
Theme 1: Innovations in Curriculum Design and Study Material Development
Theme 2: Innovations in e-Content Development and Online Learning
Theme 3: Innovations in Counselling and Delivery of Instructions
Theme 4: Innovations in Learner Support and Grievance Redressal
Theme 5: Innovations in Assessment and Evaluation System
Theme 6: Covid-19 Pandemic Driven Innovations in the ODL System
Theme 7: Innovations in ODL in Context with National Education Policy 2020
The participants would include Teachers and Academics of Open Universities, Directorates of
Distance Education and other ODL Universities in India. The seminar will be hosted virtually
through Google Meet.
This seminar is expected to serve as a forum for sharing of experiences and exploring the
application of new innovations in the ODL system. It may generate the necessary commitment on
the part of stakeholders to provide cost-effective, quality, accessible education for its learners
through effective, tested innovations.

Dr. Moumita Das
Assistant Director, NCIDE, IGNOU, New Delhi
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Global Innovation Index-2020

India is Now Among the Top Fifty Innovative Countries in the World
Recently, the World International Patent Organization (WIPO), INSEAD, and Cornell School of
Business announced the Global Innovation Index (GII) for 2020 on 10th September, 2020. The good
news is that India has further climbed up by four places to 48 in 2020 as compared to 52 in 2019. In
fact, India has climbed up by 33 places in Global Innovation Index in last six years from 81 in 2015 to
48 in 2020. India’s consistent improvement in Global Innovation Index since 2014 can be attributed
mainly to Government’s special efforts to promote innovation and create a culture of innovation in
different sectors in the country over the past few years. This ranking is an indicator of a country's
ability to support ideation, creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship and thus creating a vibrant
ecosystem for innovation in the country. Interestingly Switzerland has continued to be on top of the
index followed by Sweden, USA, UK and Netherlands.

What is GII Ranking?
In order to capture the multidimensional facets of innovation and for providing tools to help the
countries to re-design their policies to promote long term output growth, improved productivity and
job growth, Cornell University, INSEAD and the World Intellectual Property Organization – a
specialized agency of the United Nations, carry out a very rigorous exercise of ranking the countries
on the basis of innovativeness. It ranks nations based on 80 indicators, ranging from intellectual
property filling rates to Research and Development investments, indicators human capital, growth
rate of GDP per person, productivity growth, political stability, online creativity, mobile application
creation, computer software spending, education spending, scientific and technical publications and
ease of starting a business, etc. As a result, a Global Innovation Index (GII) has been published annually since 2007. The current ranking was the 13th edition of Global Innovation Index ranking,
covering 131 countries and economies across the world.
Recognizing the key role of innovation as a driver of economic growth and prosperity, the GII
ranking has become very significant by way of comparing the economies on the basis of the level of
their innovation. GII framework mainly relies on two sub-indices: the innovation input sub-index
and the innovation output sub-index. Each of these sub-indices is built around five input pillars and
two output pillars. The input pillars capture elements of the national economy that enable innovative
activities in the country. The input pillars include institutions, human capital and research,
infrastructure, market sophistication, and business sophistication. The output pillars capture actual
evidence of innovation outputs which include knowledge and technology outputs, and creative
outputs. Each pillar is divided into sub-pillars and each sub-pillar is composed of individual indicators. The overall GII score is the simple average of the input and output sub-indices. In order to
calculate the input sub-index and output sub-index, simple averages of input pillar scores and output
pillar scores are computed.

What is India’s Performance in Innovation Ranking?
India’s ranking in the Global Innovation Index has been consistently improving over the last five
years. As per the latest ranking in GII, India has further climbed up by four points to 48th rank as
compared to 52nd rank in 2019. It is important to mention that India has consistently climbed up on
Global Innovation Index from 81 in 2015 to 48 this year.
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It ranked 67 in 2016, 60 in 2017, 57 in
2018 and 52 in 2019. In addition to it,
India has maintained its top place in
Central and South Asia region also
since 2011. In fact, it has climbed up
the list fifth year continuously. India
has now become the third most innovative lower middle-income economy in the world. It is important to
mention that India is among the top
15 countries in the world in innovation drivers such as Information and
Communication Technology, gross capital information, services
exports, government online services, graduates in science and engineering, and R&D intensive global companies. The theme of
Global Innovation Index 2020 was “Who will Finance Innovation?”

What is Significance of GII Ranking for India?
Global Innovation Ranking has very important role to play in motivating the youth power of the
country towards innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship and hence to contribute towards the
Atmanirbhar Bharat mission of the Government of India. . The consistent improvement in the
innovation index of India is an indicator of improved innovation ecosystem in the country. In fact,
Government of India has already initiated several schemes to promote the culture of innovation in
almost all sectors. Participation in GII ranking and consistent improvement in innovation rank would
demand a more focused Innovation Ecosystem in the country. Innovation in the field of latest
technologies like Artificial Intelligence, Augmented Reality, Blockchain, and Robotics, etc. need to be
encouraged and supported. Also, there would be a need for networking of innovations, incubators
and other system for bringing of synergy and collaborative working environment to meet the
national goal of developing an innovation and scientifically empowered society. For this purpose,
there is a need to join hands with the Government to make India a hub of innovation in the world.
We hope India will soon find a place among the top leaders of innovation. However, special efforts
need to be made to foster the culture of innovation by way of identifying the grassroots innovators
and sharing their innovations, thus creating a culture of Innovation. We all should synergize our
efforts to achieve this goal and being India on top of innovation ranking.
Dr. Oum Prakash Sharma,
Director, NCIDE

“The enterprise that does not innovate ages and declines.
And in a period of rapid change such as the present – the decline will be fast.”
- Peter Drucker (1909-2005),
Author, management consultant
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Innovation Club@RC Cochin

Life Enrichment Programme on ‘Environmental Significance and
Challenges in the Present Day Scenario’
The Innovation Club at Regional Centre, Cochin initiated under the encouragement of the NCIDE,
organized a lecture on ‘Environmental Significance and Challenges in the present day scenario’ on
11th September, 2020 through Google Meet Platform. The programme was coordinated by
Dr. Praseeetha Unnikrishnan, Asst. Director, IGNOU RC, Cochin who is also the Nodal Officer for
the Innovation Club Activities at Regional Centre, Cochin. Dr. Unnikrishnan gave a brief
introduction of the topic and welcomed the resource person, Dr. S. Vijayaragavan, Assistant Regional
Director, IGNOU Regional Centre, Cochin. The Online/Virtual session was attended by around 81
participants who included IGNOU Learners of January, 2020 session.
Dr. J.S. Dorothy, Regional Director, IGNOU RC, Cochin initially addressed the learners by sharing
inputs pertaining to Skill Development programmes available with the Central Institute of Fisheries
Department (CIFT), Cochin and MOOCs programme available in the SWAYAM portal with the
learners. The importance of life skills and how it would help the Learners in overcoming the
challenges posed by life was also highlighted. Dr. J.S. Dorothy, RD also informed students about the
importance of applying for add-on programmes of IGNOU for improving upon employability skills.
The Resource person Dr. S. Vijayaragavan introduced the participants to the basics about the environment and highlighted that our environment consists of living and non-living beings and it was
the responsibility for every citizen to keep the environment clean and green without polluting the
same. The importance of Oxygen which we get from plants was specifically highlighted and the need
for planting more plants/trees to maintain the ecological balance was emphasized. The need to
maintain 21 percentage oxygen by the plants to provide life to humans and animals was
emphasized. The idea that our environment needs to be our first house rather than our own house
was also discussed. The various types of pollution, which included marine pollution and pesticide

pollution was explained to the participants. The Endosulfan tragedy at Kasargod District was
discussed and how pollution is affecting our daily lives was highlighted during the talk. Further the
role of Industry in preserving our environment without polluting the rivers and ground water was
highlighted. Lastly, the challenges due to global warming/afforestation were discussed and the need
to save the environment for ourselves and future generations was highlighted for a better
sustainable and healthy life.
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The queries and chat messages from IGNOU learners pertaining to the issues like counselling
sessions of IGNOU, downloading of Assignment question and submission of the same,
downloading of soft copy of study materials, conduct of Examinations, choosing courses for
Re-registration and some other general queries pertaining to Facebook page of IGNOU, were also
addressed in the open session.
In response to the various queries pertaining to Counseling sessions, Dr. Sindhu P Nair, DD,
IGNOU RC, shared in detail about the Online Counseling sessions being conducted by RC Cochin
and also shared information about the Facebook Live sessions being conducted for various
Programmes by IGNOU Head Quarters, Delhi. Information about the Gyanvani/Gyandarshan
schedules being uploaded on Facebook page was also shared amongst participants.
The session gave an opportunity to all IGNOU Learners of January, 2020 session to gain an
understanding about the basics of environment and the challenges faced in the present day scenario.
Further the session enabled the IGNOU Learners to clarify their doubts/queries pertaining to the
programme they were pursuing. As an innovative practice, four learners amongst the participants
shared their feedback about the session and thanked the Resource person. The session came to an
end with Shri. K. K. Joseph, AR, IGNOU RC, proposing the vote of thanks to all present.
Dr. J.S. Dorothy
Regional Director, IGNOU RC Cochin (RC14)

NCIDE
The National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education (NCIDE) was established in
December 2005. It is a facility for promoting, supporting, re-engineering and disseminating
innovations in Open and Distance Learning (ODL) system. The NCIDE is a ground for
nurturing bright and inquisitive minds whose ideas and explorations are expected to
revolutionize the ODL system to suit the needs of Gennext. The Centre's goal is to develop a
culture of continued search for new and innovative solutions to offer seamless education for
all, achieve cost efficiency in its operations and provide borderless access to quality
education and training.
We look forward to receiving your suggestions for this e-newsletter. We also welcome your
contributions for the future issues. Please send us your emails at:
sujata.santosh@ignou.ac.in or ncide@ignou.ac.in
For more information please contact:
National Centre for Innovation in Distance Education
Block G, Zakir Hussain Bhawan, New Academic Complex
Indira Gandhi National Open University
Maidan Garhi, New Delhi -110068

